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A book of our most favorite quotes from the epitome
of eloquence, the Roosevelt family. Notably the three
most well-known Roosevelts, Theodore, Franklin &

Eleanor are whom we elected to name our corporate
group after, when it was originally formed back on

March 1st, 2013. Our reasoning in choosing the name
‘Roosevelt’, being that, in their words spoken, their

thoughts as penned to paper, and the accounts of their
lives lived, we have discovered such a wondrously vast
source of inspiration and potentially the precise type

of inspiration that our world needs right at this present
time. Together, these words, writings & stories are

what we refer to within Roosevelt Group {or “RG”) as
the “RG Influence”. Within RG, our entire internal

guiding framework (that which governs the basis of our
decision makings, decides our courses of action and is
the determinate root of origination for the majority of

our future ambitions and most all of our forwards
plans) is this ‘RG Influence’ and we are of the belief that
it is so good, its value should be shared beyond that of

our own internal purposes. This book informs as to the
nature of who we, RG, truly are and provides a good

amount of insight as to what we are and what it is that
we may be here to do.

 



We consider that this selection of quotes from
Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt and

Eleanor Roosevelt contains much value in terms of
wisdoms & insights; these which, to the astute reader
and avid student, are herein made available for one to

absorb into their own knowledge base.
The selectionist has chosen 247 specific quotes which

are considered quite poignant, most pertinent and
very prescient to the present time; in the continuing
development of our shared global community - all of

us as one combined humanity.
This is a time of great technological advancements,

major geopolitical uncertainties and significant
discord as to a unified approach to managing

mankind’s industrial endeavors with regards to their
relative impacts on this planet’s ecosystem & self-

sustaining environmental control mechanisms.
Our wish is that the RG influence is heard by, listened

to, absorbed and perhaps even acted upon by all
those with the power to make a difference – whether

or not you believe it, this includes you too!
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In God we trust

Our faith will ensure RG cannot
and will not fail
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Forward 
provided with great honor by David Matthew

Collinson

Roosevelt Group International Limited (“RG”) is a collaborative effort
which brings together a growing collective of individuals of exceptionally

high intellect, skills-sets so very highly advanced they are virtually
unique and people of visionary level brilliance so profound that the most
of them prefer to live their lives outside of the realms of normal society
and with many of them effectively precluded from participation in the
ordinary communities of their various home jurisdictions not for any

wanting or inclination towards a hermithood life lived in solitude but by
the fact that their brilliance inevitably blinds those which they would

otherwise seek to interact with at some level of normal frequency.
I have the honor of providing a public front for this collective. It is an
honor however I am acting not to gain accolade rather because this
collective has a series of gifts to impart upon humanity and, unlike

certain technological gifts which require no public front (eg. peer-to-peer
networking, fully secured communications channels, cryptocurrency &
fully secured indelible trade and transaction technologies) there are a
number of gifts which cannot be given with full anonymity. I hHaveing

accepted the responsibilities of this role,  and I will carry the burdens of
seeing the jobs done, the tasks completed performed and the overall
mission completed with full & faithful service, a level of determined
commitment so manifestly strong and severely determined that no
longer is anything ever again capable of causing me to folly due to

irrational fears nor unwarranted anxiety-driven uncertainties. 
Moreover, the critical path objectives of the mission will be perused with

an and unwavering perseverance and ferocity of productivity that the
brilliance of the productive outputs will at times be of such splendor as

to be near astonishingly magnificent. Greatness will come.



Firstly, the reader must we cautioned: this book contains great beauty and to
fully uncover it, as with the gaining of anything of significant value in the life,
some efforts will need to be invested to unearth this value to its maximum
extent.

Minor headaches, brief frustrations and temporary brain surfeit are commonly
reported reader symptoms. Continue on from here at your own risk..
To begin with, a quick yet detailed examination of the book’s title introductory
note text is probably in order; this to make certain that the reader is made
fully conversant with and clearly comprehends what we are seeking to impart
upon their psyche (and how we may be aiming to impact their worldview).
The descriptive language used in the book’s introductory note text book title
includes the words:
“quite poignant, most pertinent and very prescient to the present time in the
continuing development of our shared global community - all of us as one
combined humanity” 
Breaking this down a little, we have:
quite poignant
Definition: Something which is to the greatest extent; completely AND of an
unusually noticeable, exceptional or remarkable kind, keenly distressing to
the mind or feelings AND which is to be arousing in its affect.
Meaning: This material pertains to a majorly serious subject matter; that
matter is potentially of a very distressing nature and our reason for
assembling and disseminating this publication is to stir an awakening of sorts,
most especially within members of our society which, by virtue of their
influence over the broader population, their political position and ability to
bring about legislative change and those with powers entrusted by way of
their rank & position within the military industrial complex, large and medium
sized corporations, academics and others contributing to the global
knowledge base through research, experimentation and high-risk early stage
commercial development work as well as those within the non-government
organizations which have increasing influence in the geopolitical spheres of
thought. We also appeal directly to those with power gained by virtue of their
relative financial successes in the global capitalist system and the means of
production and distribution they are by consequence in direct control of AND
those who may feel isolated or even lost without any financial resource
capabilities at al – for these latter two groups we will provide a means of
establishing contact with us at the right time and within the 2021 year-end
horizon



a)most pertinent
Definition: To the greatest possible degree, being of logical relevance and
striking appropriateness precise or to the matter at hand.
Meaning: The selectionist has made the greatest possible efforts to
choose quotes suited to much as have been able to summons the desired
effects, especially within those of the target audience – ie. Leaders and
their respective advisors.
b)very prescient
Definition: intensely emphasizing the futures foreseeable.
 Meaning: There are multiple potential futures lying ahead. The
selectionist has chosen quotes from a different era but one perhaps
equal in the significance of the precipitously perilous nature of what very
well may lie ahead. There are, as RG sees the future ahead, many negative
turns that are potentially likely while there is equally the possibility of
stoic principles guiding sound minds towards pragmatic decisions and
with these being followed, the worst elements of the futures potentially
lying ahead are capable of being mitigated or even avoided entirely.
c)continuing development
Definition: Growth, growing, developing,, evolving, maturing, over a
period of long duration and remaining in force or being carried on
without letup; ontogenesis on a humankind scale.
 Meaning: Change is the constant and change from the simple to the
more complex is the trend. Ontogeny is the study of the process of an
individual organism growing organically; a purely biological unfolding of
events involved in an organism changing gradually from a simple to a
more complex level. RG see humanity both as a single organism and one
comprised of various components which can, together, negotiate the
forward evolutionary pathway towards becoming a greater and more
complex being. RG wants to encourage the humanity organism to
awaken, awaken fast and fall into proper alignment with its most correct,
its highest and its most beneficial forwards development pathway.
one combined humanity
Definition: All of the living human inhabitants of the earth made joined
and united into one.
 Meaning: All of humanity is at stake when one considers humanity at a
100-1000 years future forwards level. RG has a 100-1000 years horizon
in mind when taking a viewpoint towards what may or may not be the
most appropriate worldview for humanity to adopt



To continue with the main thrust behind the purposeful production,
publication & dissemination of this work, RG’s collaborators, as a
collective, are unified in their support of individual liberty, free
choice and the pursuit of freewill for all individuals. RG is not
ethically opposed to atheism however is of the view that any human
being properly exposed to at least some elements of the plethora of
spiritual beliefs that have permeated human existence since before
any recorded history will be unlikely to deny the possibility of a
greater spiritual force beyond their own individual existence (or
soul). We further concur on the moot position that the existence of
a globally shared sense of spirituality is of positive value to positive
global relations (just as no sense of anything at all of a spiritual
nature being held by any human would ultimately and resoundingly
have detrimental effects at the local, provincial, state, federal,
geopolitical and global levels).
We have gone to great effort in the assembly of this publication and
have done so largely towards benevolent ends. Ultimately, if the RG
Influence takes root and grows within our global community, our
mission will be accomplished with more expedience and greater
ease.
RG is operating on the basis of a blueprint 50 years long forwards
plan. This plan was drawn up during the last quarter of 2019,
commenced on November 11th, 2020.and will  terminate on
November 11th, 2070. A thirty years’ vision for stable and an
enduring total world peace platform to be cemented with an
impregnable foundation is the ultimate aim for the period ending
November 11th 2100 and, this being successfully achieved then a
100 years’ horizon for Pax Universus will be a readily obtainable
future for all of humanity.



"We of an older generation can get along with what we have, though with
growing hardship; but in your full manhood and womanhood you will

want what nature once so bountifully supplied and man so thoughtlessly
destroyed; and because of that want you will reproach us, not for what

we have used, but for what we have wasted. For the nation as for the man
or woman and the boy or girl, the road to success is the right to use what
we have and the improvement of the present opportunity. If you neglect
to prepare yourself now for the duties and responsibilities, which will fall
upon you later, if you do not learn the things which you will need to know
when your school days are over, you will suffer the consequences. So any
nation which in its youth lives only for the day reaps without sowing, and
consumes without husbanding, must expect the penalty of the prodigal

whose labor could with difficulty find him the bare means of life."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A finer body of men has never been gathered by any nation and have
done their work have been better than in any similar work ever

undertaken in the tropics; they have all felt an eager pride in their work,
and they have made not only America but the whole world their debtors

by what they have accomplished.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A man must think well before he marries. He must be a tender and
considerate husband and realize that there is no other human being to

whom he owes so much of love and regard and consideration as he does to
the woman who with pain bears and with labor rears the children that are
his. No words can paint the scorn and contempt which must be felt by all

right-thinking men, not only for the brutal husband but for the husband who
fails to show full loyalty and consideration to his wife

-Theodore Roosevelt
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No man can be guaranteed success. Men who are not prepared for labor
and effort and rough living, for persistence and self-denial, are out of place

in a new country; and foolish people who will probably fail anywhere are
more certain to fail badly in a new country than anywhere else. During the

whole period of the marvelous growth of the United States there has been a
constant and uninterrupted stream of failure going side by side with the

larger stream of success. Unless there are revolutionary disorder and
anarchy, the future holds for southern Brazil much what half a century ago

the future held for larger portions of our country lying west of the Mississippi

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A great university like this has two special functions. The first is to produce a
small number of scholars of the highest rank, a small number of men who, in
science and literature, or in art, will do productive work of the first class. The
second is to send out into the world a very large number of men who never

could achieve, and who ought not to try to achieve, such a position in the
field of scholarship, but whose energies are to be felt in every other form of

activity; and who should go out from our doors with the balanced
development of body, of mind, and above all of the character, which shall fit

them to do work both honorable and efficient.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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All my life in politics, I have striven to make the necessary working
compromise between the ideal and the practical. If a man does not have an

ideal and tries to live up to it, then he becomes a mean, base, and sordid
creature, no matter how successful. If, on the other hand, he does not work

practically with the knowledge that he is in the world of actual men and must
get results, he becomes a worthless head-in-the-air creature.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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I preach to you, then, my countrymen, that our country calls not for the life
of ease, but for the life of strenuous endeavor. The twentieth century looms

before us big with the fate of many nations. If we stand idly by, if we seek
merely swollen, slothful ease, and ignoble piece, if we shrink from the hard

contests where men must win at the hazard of their lives and at the risk of all
they hold dear, then the bolder and stronger peoples will pass us by and will
win for themselves the domination of the world. Let us therefore boldly face
the life of strife, resolute to do our duty well and manfully; resolute to uphold

righteousness by deed and by word; resolute to be both honest and brave,
to serve high ideals, yet to use practical methods."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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I want to speak to you first of all as regards your duties as boys, and in the
next place as regards your duties as men; and the two things hang together.
The same qualities that make a decent boy make a decent man. They have
different manifestations, but fundamentally they are the same. If a boy has
not got pluck and honesty and commonsense he is a pretty poor creature;
and he is a worse creature if he is a man and lacks any one of those three

traits.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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A heavy moral obligation rests upon the man of means and upon the man of
education to do their full duty by their country. In no class does this

obligation rest more heavily than upon the men with a collegiate education,
the men who are graduates of our universities. Their education gives them
no right to feel the least superiority over any of their fellow citizens, but it
certainly ought to make them feel that they should stand foremost in the

honorable effort to serve the public.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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“It is not the critic who counts: not the man who points out how the strong
man stumbles or where the doer of deeds could have done better. The

credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena, whose face is marred
by dust and sweat and blood, who strives valiantly, who errs and comes up

short again and again, because there is no effort without error or
shortcoming, but who knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions,

who spends himself for a worthy cause; who, at the best, knows, in the end,
the triumph of high achievement, and who, at the worst, if he fails, at least he
fails while daring greatly so that his place shall never be with those cold and

timid souls who knew neither victory nor defeat.”
-Theodore Roosevelt

10



"I do not intend to appoint any unfit man to office. So far as I legitimately can,
I shall always endeavor to pay regard to the wishes and feelings of the people

of each locality; but I can not consent to take the position that the door of
hope — the door of opportunity — is to be shut upon any man, no matter

how worthy, purely upon the grounds of race or color. Such an attitude
would, according to my convictions, be fundamentally wrong."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Much has been given us, and much will rightfully be expected from us. We
have duties to others and duties to ourselves, and we can shirk neither. We

have become a great nation, forced by the fact of its greatness into relations
with the other nations of the earth, and we must behave as beseems a

people with such responsibilities. Toward all other nations, large and small,
our attitude must be one of cordial and sincere friendship. We must show
not only in our words but in our deeds, that we are earnestly desirous of

securing their goodwill by acting toward them in a spirit of just and generous
recognition of all their rights. But justice and generosity in a nation, as in an

individual, count most when shown not by the weak but by the strong. While
ever careful to refrain from wrongdoing others, we must be no less insistent
that we are not wronged ourselves. We wish peace, but we wish the peace of
justice, the peace of righteousness. We wish it because we think it is right and

not because we are afraid. No weak nation that acts manfully and justly
should ever have cause to fear us, and no strong power should ever be able

to single us out as a subject for insolent aggression.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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Our aim is not to do away with corporations; on the contrary, these big
aggregations are an inevitable development of modern industrialism, and

the effort to destroy them would be futile unless accomplished in ways that
would work the utmost mischief to the entire body politic. We can do

nothing of good in the way of regulating and supervising these corporations
until we fix clearly in our minds that we are not attacking the corporations,

but endeavoring to do away with any evil in them. We are not hostile to them;
we are merely determined that they shall be so handled as to subserve the

public good. We draw the line against misconduct, not against wealth.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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"You often hear people speaking as if life was like striving upward toward a
mountain peak. That is not so. Life is as if you were traveling a ridge crest.
You have the gulf of inefficiency on one side and the gulf of wickedness on

the other, and it helps not to have avoided one gulf if you fall into the other."
-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is a bad thing for a nation to raise and to admire a false standard of
success, and there can be no falser standard than that set by the deification

of material well-being in and for itself. But the man who, having far surpassed
the limits of providing for the wants; both of the body and mind, of himself
and of those depending upon them, then piles up a great fortune, for the
acquisition or retention of which he returns no corresponding benefits to

the nation as a whole, should himself be made to feel that so far from being
desirable, he is an unworthy, a citizen of the community: that he is to be

neither admired nor envied; that his right-thinking fellow countrymen put
him low in the scale of citizenship, and leave him to be consoled by the
admiration of those whose level of purpose is even lower than his own.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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I do not speak of this struggle of the point past merely from the historic
standpoint. Our interest is primarily in the application to-day of the lessons
taught by the contest of half a century ago. It is of little use for us to pay lip-
loyalty to the mighty men of the past unless we sincerely endeavor to apply
to the problems of the present precisely the qualities which in other crises

enabled the men of that day to meet those crises.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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No nation deserves to exist if it permits itself to lose the stern and virile
virtues; and this without regard to whether the loss is due to the growth of
heartless and all-absorbing commercialism, to prolonged indulgence in

luxury and soft, effortless ease, or to the deification of a warped and twisted
sentimentality
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Thrice happy is the nation that has a glorious history. Far better it is to dare
mighty things, to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by failure,

than to take rank with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer
much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows neither victory nor

defeat." "The Strenuous Life" "Is America a weakling, to shrink from the work
of the great world powers? No! The young giant of the West stands on a
continent and clasps the crest of an ocean in either hand. Our nation,

glorious in youth and strength, looks into the future with eager eyes and
rejoices as a strong man to run a race.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the
presidency I will address them with a candor and a decision which the

present situation of our Nation impels. This is preeminently the time to
speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need we shrink from
honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great nation will endure

as it has endured, will revive and will prosper.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We are stricken by no plague of locusts. Compared with the perils which our
forefathers conquered because they believed and were not afraid, we have

still much to be thankful for. Nature still offers her bounty and human efforts
have multiplied it. Plenty is at our doorstep, but a generous use of it

languishes in the very sight of the supply. Primarily this is because the rulers
of the exchange of mankind's goods have failed, through their own

stubbornness and their own incompetence, have admitted their failure and
abdicated. Practices of the unscrupulous money changers stand indicted in

the court of public opinion, rejected by the hearts and minds of men.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Faced by failure of credit they have proposed only the lending of more
money. Stripped of the lure of profit by which to induce our people to follow
their false leadership, they have resorted to exhortations, pleading tearfully

for restored confidence. They know only the rules of a generation of self-
seekers. They have no vision, and when there is no vision the people perish.”

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Recognition of the falsity of material wealth as the standard of success goes
hand in hand with the abandonment of the false belief that public office and

high political position are to be valued only by the standards of pride of
place and personal profit, and there must be an end to a conduct in banking

and in business which too often has given to a sacred trust the likeness of
callous and selfish wrongdoing. Small wonder that confidence languishes,

for it thrives only on honesty, on honor, on the sacredness of obligations, on
faithful protection, on unselfish performance; without them, it cannot live.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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“Happiness lies not in the mere possession of money; it lies in the joy of
achievement, in the thrill of creative effort. The joy and moral stimulation of
work no longer must be forgotten in the mad chase of evanescent profits.
These dark days will be worth all they cost us if they teach us that our true

destiny is not to be ministered unto but to minister to ourselves and to our
fellow men.”

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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“Our greatest primary task is to put people to work. This is no unsolvable
problem if we face it wisely and courageously. It can be accomplished in part

by direct recruiting by the government itself, treating the task as we would
treat the emergency of a war, but at the same time, through this

employment, accomplishing greatly needed projects to stimulate and
reorganize the use of our natural resources.”

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Hand in hand with this we must frankly recognize the overbalance of
population in our industrial centers and, by engaging on a national scale in a
redistrict button, endeavor to provide a better use of the land for those best

fitted for the land. The task can be helped by definite efforts to raise the
values of agricultural products and with this the power to purchase the

output of our cities. It can be helped by preventing realistically the tragedy of
the growing loss through foreclosure of our small homes and our farms. It
can be helped by insistence that the Federal, State, and local governments
act forthwith on the demand that their cost is drastically reduced. It can be

helped by the unifying of relief activities which today are often scattered,
uneconomical, and unequal. It can be helped by national planning for and

supervision of all forms of transportation and of communications and other
utilities which have a definitely public character. There are many ways in

which it can be helped, but it can never be helped merely by talking about it.
We must act and act quickly.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt

28



The basic thought that guides these specific means of national recovery is
not narrowly nationalistic. It is the insistence, as a first consideration, upon

the interdependence of the various elements in all parts of the United
States--a recognition of the old and permanently important manifestation of

the American spirit of the pioneer. It is the way to recovery. It is an
immediate way. It is the strongest assurance that the recovery will endure.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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In the field of world policy, I would dedicate this nation to the policy of the
good neighbor.In the field of world policy I would dedicate this Nation to the
policy of the good neighbor--the neighbor who resolutely respects himself

and, because he does so, respects the rights of others-the neighbor who
respects his obligations and respects the sanctity of his agreements in and

with a world of neighbors.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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If I read the temper of our people correctly, we now realize as we have never
realized before our interdependence on each other; that we cannot merely

take but we must give as well; that if we are to go forward, we must move as a
trained and loyal army willing to sacrifice for the good of a common
discipline, because without such discipline no progress is made, no

leadership becomes effective. We are, I know, ready and willing to submit
our lives and property to such discipline, because it makes possible a

leadership which aims at a larger good. This I propose to offer, pledging that
the larger purposes will bind upon us all as a sacred obligation with a unity of

duty hitherto evoked only in time of armed strife.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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In the event that the Congress shall fail to take one of these two courses, and
in the event that the national emergency is still critical, I shall not evade the
clear course of duty that will then confront me. I shall ask the Congress for

the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis—broad Executive power to
wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given

to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the
United States have not failed. In their need, they have registered a mandate

that they want direct, vigorous action. They have asked for discipline and
direction under leadership. They have made me the present instrument of

their wishes. In the spirit of the gift, I take it.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of national
unity; with the clear consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values;

with the clean satisfaction that comes from the stern performance of duty
by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance of a rounded and

permanent national life.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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War is a contagion, whether it be declared or undeclared. It can engulf states
and peoples remote from the original scene of hostilities. We are

determined to keep out of the war, yet we cannot insure ourselves against
the disastrous effects of war and the dangers of involvement. We are

adopting such measures as will minimize our risk of involvement, but we
cannot have complete protection in a world of disorder in which confidence

and security have broken down.”
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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“Our national debt, after all, is an internal debt owed not only by the Nation
but to the Nation. If our children have to pay interest on it they will pay that
interest to themselves. A reasonable internal debt will not impoverish our

children or put the Nation into bankruptcy.”
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The True conservative seeks to protect the system of private property and
free enterprise by correcting such injustices and inequalities as arise from it.
The most serious threat to our institutions comes from those who refuse to

face the need for change. Liberalism becomes the protection for the far-
sighted conservative.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It began through unjustified interference in the internal affairs of other
nations or the invasion of alien territory in violation of treaties. It has now
reached the stage where the very foundation of civilization are seriously

threatened. The landmarks, the traditions which have marked the progress
of civilization toward a condition of law and order and justice are being

wiped away.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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A wise Government seeks to provide the opportunity through which the best
of individual achievement can be obtained, while at the same time it seeks to

remove such obstruction, such unfairness as springs from selfish human
motives. Our common lives under our various agencies of government, our
love, and our basic constitution exist primarily to protect the individual, to

enrich his rights and to make clear his just principles.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The program for social security that is now pending before Congress is a
necessary part of the future unemployment policy of the government. While
our present and projected expenditures for work relief are wholly within the

reasonable limits of our national credit resources, it is obvious that we
cannot continue to create governmental deficits for that purpose year after

year after year. We must begin now to make provision for the future and
that is why our social security program is an important part of the complete
picture. It proposes, by means of old-age pensions, to help those who have

reached the age of retirement to give up their jobs and thus give to the
younger generation greater opportunities for work and to give to all, old and

young alike, a feeling of security as they look toward old age.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Men may differ as to the particular form of governmental activity with
respect to industry and business, but nearly all men are agreed that private

enterprise in times such as these cannot be left without assistance and
without reasonable safeguards lest it destroys not only itself but also our

processes of civilization.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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As a nation, we may take pride in the fact that we are soft-hearted, but we
cannot afford to be soft-hearted. We must always be wary of those who with
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal preach the ‘ism’ of appeasement. We

must especially beware of that small group of selfish men who would clip the
wings of the American Eagle in order to feather their own nests.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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I pledge you, I pledge myself, to a new deal for the American people. Let us
all here assembled constitute ourselves prophets of a new order of
competence and of courage. This is more than a political campaign.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The money changers have fled from their high seats in the temple of our
civilization. We may now restore that temple to the ancient truths. The

measure of the restoration lies in the extent to which we apply social values
more noble than mere monetary profit.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We had to struggle with the old enemies of peace—business and financial
monopoly, speculation, reckless banking, class antagonism, sectionalism,

war profiteering. They had begun to consider the Government of the United
States as a mere appendage to their own affairs. We know now that

Government by organized money is just as dangerous as Government by
organized mob. Never before in all our history have these forces been so
united against one candidate as they stand today. They are unanimous in

their hate for me—and I welcome their hatred.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It is not in despair that I paint you that picture. I paint it for you in hope—
because the Nation, seeing and understanding the injustice in it, proposes to
paint it out. We are determined to make every American citizen the subject
of his country's interest and concern, and we will never regard any faithful

law-abiding group within our borders as superfluous. The test of our
progress is not whether we add more to the abundance of those who have

much; it is whether we provide enough for those who have too little.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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A radical is a man with both feet firmly planted—in the air. A conservative is a
man with two perfectly good legs, who, however, has never learned to walk

forward. A reactionary is a somnambulist walking backward. A liberal is a
man who uses his legs and hands at the behest of his head.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The country needs and, unless I mistake its temper, the country demands
bold, persistent experimentation. It is common sense to take a method and
try it: If it fails, admit it frankly and try another. But above all, try something.

The millions who are in want will not stand by silently forever while the things
to satisfy their needs are within easy reach. We need enthusiasm,

imagination and the ability to face facts, even unpleasant ones, bravely. We
need to correct, by drastic means if necessary, the faults in our economic

system from which we now suffer. We need the courage of the young. Yours
is not the task of making your way in the world, but the task of remaking the

world which you will find before you. May every one of us be granted the
courage, the faith and the vision to give the best that is in us to that

remaking!”
-Franklin D. Roosevelt

54



The country needs and, unless I mistake its temper, the country demands
bold, persistent experimentation. It is common sense to take a method and
try it: If it fails, admit it frankly and try another. But above all, try something.

The millions who are in want will not stand by silently forever while the things
to satisfy their needs are within easy reach. We need enthusiasm,

imagination and the ability to face facts, even unpleasant ones, bravely. We
need to correct, by drastic means if necessary, the faults in our economic

system from which we now suffer. We need the courage of the young. Yours
is not the task of making your way in the world, but the task of remaking the

world which you will find before you. May every one of us be granted the
courage, the faith and the vision to give the best that is in us to that

remaking!”
-Franklin D. Roosevelt

55



Democracy is not dying. We know it because we have seen it revive--and
grow. We know it cannot die--because it is built on the unhampered initiative

of individual men and women joined together in a common enterprise--an
enterprise undertaken and carried through by the free expression of a free

majority. We know it because democracy alone, of all forms of government,
enlists the full force of men's enlightened will. We know it because

democracy alone has constructed an unlimited civilization capable of
infinite progress in the improvement of human life. We know it because, if we
look below the surface, we sense it still spreading on every continent--for it is

the most humane, the most advanced, and in the end the most
unconquerable of all forms of human society.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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A nation, like a person, has a body--a body that must be fed and clothed and
housed, invigorated and rested, in a manner that measures up to the

objectives of our time. A nation, like a person, has a mind--a mind that must
be kept informed and alert, that must know itself, that understands the

hopes and the needs of its neighbors--all the other nations that live within
the narrowing circle of the world. And a nation, like a person, has something
deeper, something more permanent, something larger than the sum of all
its parts. It is that something which matters most to its future--which calls

forth the most sacred guarding of its present. It is a thing for which we find it
difficult--even impossible--to hit upon a single, simple word .

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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I have seen war. I have seen war on land and sea. I have seen blood running
from the wounded. I have seen men coughing out their gassed lungs. I have

seen the dead in the mud. I have seen cities destroyed. I have seen two
hundred limping exhausted men come out of line-the survivors of a

regiment of one thousand that went forward forty-eight hours before. I have
seen children starving. I have seen the agony of mothers and wives. I hate

war .
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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To those people who say that our expenditures for public works and for
other means for recovery are a waste that we cannot afford, I answer that

no country, however rich, can afford the waste of its human resources.
Demoralization caused by vast unemployment is our greatest extravagance.
Morally, it is the greatest menace to our social order. Some people try to tell

me that we must make up our minds that for the future we shall
permanently have millions of unemployed just as other countries have had

them for over a decade. What may be necessary for those other countries is
not my responsibility to determine. But as for this country, I stand or fall by

my refusal to accept as a necessary condition of our future a permanent
army of unemployed. On the contrary, we must make it a national principle

that we will not tolerate a large army of unemployed, that we will arrange our
national economy to end our present unemployment as soon as we can and
then to take wise measures against its return. I do not want to think that it is

the destiny of any American to remain permanently on relief rolls.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The success of our whole national program depends, of course, on the
cooperation of the public--on its intelligent support and its use of a reliable

system
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The hopes of the Republic cannot forever tolerate either undeserved
poverty or self-serving wealth. We know that we still have far to go; that we

must more greatly build the security and the opportunity and the knowledge
of every citizen, in the measure justified by the resources and the capacity of

the land. But it is not enough to achieve these purposes alone. It is not
enough to clothe and feed the body of this Nation, and instruct and inform

its mind. For there is also the spirit. And of the three, the greatest is the spirit.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Those who first came here to carry out the longings of their spirit, and the
millions who followed, and the stock that sprang from them--all have moved

forward constantly and consistently toward an ideal which in itself has
gained stature and clarity with each generation.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It is possible that when the banks resume a very few people who have not
recovered from their fear may again begin withdrawals. Let me make it clear

to you that the banks will take care of all needs except of course the
hysterical demands of hoarders--and it is my belief that hoarding during the
past week has become an exceedingly unfashionable pastime in every part
of our nation. It needs no prophet to tell you that when the people find that

they can get their money--that they can get it when they want it for all
legitimate purposes--the phantom of fear will soon be laid. People will again
be glad to have their money where it will be safely taken care of and where
they can use it conveniently at any time. I can assure you, my friends, that it
is safer to keep your money in a reopened bank than it is to keep it under a

mattress
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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As a nation, we may take pride in the fact that we are soft-hearted; but we
cannot afford to be soft-headed. We must always be wary of those who with
sounding brass and a tinkling cymbal preach the “ims” of appeasement. We

must especially beware of that small group of selfish men who would clip the
wings of the American eagle in order to feather their own nests.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Three years of hard thinking have changed the picture. More and more
people, because of clearer thinking and a better understanding, are

considering the whole rather than a mere part relating to one section or to
one crop, or to one industry, or to an individual private occupation. That is a

tremendous gain for the principles of democracy. The overwhelming
majority of people in this country know how to sift the wheat from the chaff

in what they hear and what they read. They know that the process of the
constructive rebuilding of America cannot be done in a day or a year, but

that it is being done in spite of the few who seek to confuse them and to
profit by their confusion. Americans as a whole are feeling a lot better -- a lot

more cheerful than for many, many years.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt

65



Yet we have the greater knowledge that books can not be killed by fire.
People die, but books never die. No man and no force can abolish memory.
No man and no force can put thought in a concentration camp forever. No
man and no force can take from the world the books that embody man’s
eternal fight against tyranny of every kind. In this war, we know, books are
weapons. And it is a part of your dedication always to make them weapons

for man's freedom
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We must be the great arsenal of Democracy. For us, this is an emergency as
serious as war itself. We must apply ourselves to our task with the same
resolution, the same sense of urgency, the same spirit of patriotism and

sacrifice, as we would show were we at war.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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To a great extent the achievements of invention, of mechanical and of
artistic creation, must of necessity, and rightly, be individual rather than

governmental. It is the self-reliant pioneer in every enterprise that beats the
path along which American civilization has marched. Such individual effort is

the glory of America.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Leaders of industry and labor have responded to our summons. Goals of
speed have been set. In some cases these goals are being reached ahead of
time; in some cases, we are on schedule; in other cases, there are slight but

not serious delays; and in some cases – and I am sorry to say very important
cases - we are all concerned by the slowness of the accomplishment of our

plan
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The democratic aspiration is no mere recent phase in human history. It is
human history. It permeated the ancient life of early peoples. It blazed anew
in the middle ages. It was written in Magna Charta. In the Americas its impact

has been irresistible. America has been the New World in all tongues, to all
peoples, not because this continent was a new-found land, but because all

those who came here believed they could create upon this continent a new
life--a life that should be new in freedom.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Lives of nations are determined not by the count of years, but by the lifetime
of the human spirit. The life of a man is three-score years and ten: a little

more, a little less. The life of a nation is the fullness of the measure of its will
to live.There are men who doubt this. There are men who believe that
democracy, as a form of Government and a frame of life, is limited or

measured by a kind of mystical and artificial fate that, for some unexplained
reason, tyranny and slavery have become the surging wave of the future and
that freedom is an ebbing tide. But we Americans know that this is not true.-

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It is common sense to take a method and try it: If it fails, admit it frankly and
try another. But above all, try something. The millions who are in want will

not stand by silently forever while the things to satisfy their needs are within
easy reach.We need enthusiasm, imagination and the ability to face facts,

even unpleasant ones, bravely. We need to correct, by drastic means if
necessary, the faults in our economic system from which we now suffer. We
need the courage of the young. Yours is not the task of making your way in

the world, but the task of remaking the world which you will find before you.
May every one of us be granted the courage, the faith and the vision to give

the best that is in us to that remaking.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Competition has been shown to be useful up to a certain point and no
further, but cooperation, which is the thing we must strive for today, begins

where competition leaves off.
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The only sure bulwark of continuing liberty is a government strong enough
to protect the interests of the people, and a people strong enough and well

enough informed to maintain its sovereign control over the government
Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Today, science has brought all the different quarters of the globe so close
together that it is impossible to isolate them one from another. Today we
are faced with the preeminent fact that, if civilization is to survive, we must

cultivate the science of human relationships—the ability of all peoples, of all
kinds, to live together and work together, in the same world, at peace.

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Let me assure you that my hand is the steadier for the work that is
to be done, that I move more firmly into the task, knowing that

you—millions and millions of you—are joined with me in the
resolve to make this work endure. The work, my friends, is peace.

More than an end of this war—an end to the beginnings of all
wars. Yes, an end, forever, to this impractical, unrealistic

settlement of the differences between governments by the mass
killing of peoples.

-Theodore Roosevelt

76



Today, as we move against the terrible scourge of war—as we go forward
toward the greatest contribution that any generation of human beings
can make in this world—the contribution of lasting peace, I ask you to

keep up your faith. I measure the sound, solid achievement that can be
made at this time by the straight-edge of your own confidence and your
resolve. And to you, and to all Americans who dedicate themselves with

us to the making of an abiding peace, I say:
The only limit to our realization of tomorrow will be our doubts of today.

Let us move forward with strong and active faith

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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I accuse the present Administration of being the greatest spending
Administration in peacetime in all American history — one which piled

bureau on bureau, commission on commission, and has failed to
anticipate the dire needs or reduced earning power of the people.
Bureaus and bureaucrats have been retained at the expense of the

taxpayer. We are spending altogether too much money for government
services which are neither practical nor necessary. In addition to this, we
are attempting too many functions and we need a simplification of what

the Federal government is giving the people

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Let us not be afraid to help each other - Let us never forget
that the government is ourselves and not an alien power over
us. The ultimate rulers of our democracy are not a President

and senators and congressmen and government officials, but
the voters of this country

-Franklin D. Roosevelt

79



Let me make it clear that I do not assert that a President and
the Congress must on all points agree with each other at all

times. Many times in history there has been complete
disagreement between the two branches of the Government,
and in these disagreements sometimes the Congress has won

and sometimes the President has won. But during the
Administration of the present President we have had neither

agreement nor a clear-cut battle

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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In my Inaugural I laid down the simple proposition that nobody
is going to starve in this country. It seems to me to be equally
plain that no business which depends for existence on paying

less than living wages to its workers has any right to continue in
this country. By "business" I mean the whole of commerce as

well as the whole of industry; by workers I mean all workers, the
white collar class as well as the men in overalls; and by living
wages I mean more than a bare subsistence level-I mean the

wages of decent living

-Theodore Roosevelt
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There were all kinds of things I was afraid of at first, ranging
from grizzly bears to ‘mean’ horses and gun-fighters; but by

acting as if I was not afraid I gradually ceased to be afraid. Most
men can have the same experience if they choose. They will first
learn to bear themselves well in trials which they anticipate and
which they school themselves in advance to meet. After a while
the habit will grow in them and they will behave well in sudden

and unexpected emergencies which come upon them
unawares

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Greatness means strife for nation and man alike. A soft, easy
life is not worth living, A soft, easy life is not worth living if it

impairs the fiber of the brain and heart and muscle. We must
dare to be great, and we must realize that greatness is the fruit
of toil and sacrifice and high courage. We are face to face with

our destiny and we must meet it with high and resolute
courage. For us is the life of action, of strenuous performance
of duty; let us live in the harness, striving mightily; let us rather

run the risk of wearing out than rusting out

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Your doubts are stopping you from your success. If you
believe in yourself and in your idea, and if you work on

realizing your project and you learn from your mistakes
– you will be successful! Believe in yourself! Believe in

your success! Be successful

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Sometimes in life, both at school and afterwards, fortune will go
against anyone, but if he just keeps pegging away and doesn't
lose his courage things always take a turn for the better in the

end

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“[W]e must show, not merely in great crises, but in the everyday
affairs of life, the qualities of practical intelligence, of courage,

of hardihood, and endurance, and above all the power of
devotion to a lofty ideal, which made great the men who

founded this Republic in the days of Washington, which made
great the men who preserved this Republic in the days of

Abraham Lincoln.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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This new generation, for example, is not content with
preachings against that vile form of collective murder — lynch
law-which has broken out in our midst anew. We know that it is

murder, and a deliberate and definite disobedience of the
Commandment, "Thou shalt not kill." We do not excuse those in

high places or in low who condone lynch law

-Franklin D. Roosevelt

87

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Lynching


The experience of the past two years has proven beyond doubt
that no nation can appease the Nazis. No man can tame a tiger
into a kitten by stroking it. There can be no appeasement with

ruthlessness. There can be no reasoning with an incendiary
bomb. We know now that a Nation can have peace with the

Nazis only at the price of total surrender

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The forests are also needed for mitigating extreme climatic
fluctuations, holding the soil on the slopes, retaining the

moisture in the ground, and controlling the equable flow of
water in our streams. The forests are the "lungs" of our land,

purifying the air and giving fresh strength to our people. Truly,
they make the country more livable. There is a new awakening

to the importance of the forests to the country, and if you
foresters remain true to your ideals, the country may

confidently trust its most precious heritage to your safe-
keeping

-Theodore Roosevelt
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No employer and no group of less than all employers in a single
trade could do this alone and continue to live in business
competition. But if all employers in each trade now band

themselves faithfully in these modern guilds--without
exception-and agree to act together and at once, none will be
hurt and millions of workers, so long deprived of the right to

earn their bread in the sweat of their labor, can raise their
heads again

-Franklin Roosevelt
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I know at the same time that you will be sympathetic to the
point of view that public psychology, and for that matter,

individual psychology, cannot, because of human weakness, be
attuned for long periods of time to a constant repetition of the

highest note on the scale

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Yes, we are on our way back — not just by pure chance, my
friends, not just by a turn of the wheel, of the cycle. We are

coming back more soundly than ever before because we are
planning it that way. Don't let anybody tell you differently.

-Franklin Roosevelt
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Unhappy events abroad have retaught us two simple truths
about the liberty of a democratic people. The first truth is that
the liberty of a democracy is not safe if the people tolerate the
growth of private power to a point where it becomes stronger

than their democratic State itself. That, in its essence, is fascism
— ownership of government by an individual, by a group or by

any other controlling private power. The second truth is that the
liberty of a democracy is not safe if its business system does not
provide employment and produce and distribute goods in such

a way as to sustain an acceptable standard of living. Both lessons
hit home. Among us today a concentration of private power

without equal in history is growing

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Your Government has in its possession another document,
made in Germany by Hitler’s Government… It is a plan to abolish

all existing religions — Catholic, Protestant, Mohammedan,
Hindu, Buddhist, and Jewish alike. The property of all churches

will be seized by the Reich and its puppets. The cross and all
other symbols of religion are to be forbidden. The clergy are to

be forever liquidated, silenced under penalty of the
concentration camps, where even now so many fearless men

are being tortured because they have placed God above Hitler

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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"Extreme Rightists and extreme Leftists ought not to be taken
out by us and shot against the wall, for they sharpen the

argument, and make us realize the value of the democratic
middle course—especially if that middle course, in order to

keep up with the times, is, and I quote what I have said before,
"just a little bit left of center

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It is important to recognize that while we seek to outlaw
specific abuses, the American objective of today has an
infinitely deeper, finer and more lasting purpose than

mere repression. Thinking people in almost every country
of the world have come to realize certain fundamental
difficulties with which civilization must reckon. Rapid

changes—the machine age, the advent of universal and
rapid communication and many other new factors—have

brought new problems. Succeeding generations have
attempted to keep pace by reforming in piecemeal fashion

this or that attendant abuse. As a result, evils overlap and
reform becomes confused and frustrated. We lose sight,

from time to time, of our ultimate human objectives."

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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In the days and in the years that are to come we shall work
for a just and honorable peace, a durable peace, as today
we work and fight for total victory in war. We can and we

will achieve such peace. We shall strive for perfection. We
shall not achieve it immediately--but we still shall strive. We

may make mistakes--but they must never be mistakes
which result from faintness of heart or abandonment of

moral principle

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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They had begun to consider the Government of the United
States as a mere appendage to their own affairs. We know

now that Government by organized money is just as
dangerous as Government by organized mob.Never

before in all our history have these forces been so united
against one candidate as they stand today. They are

unanimous in their hate for me--and I welcome their
hatred."

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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"Those who used to have pass-keys are not happy. Some of
them are desperate. Only desperate men with their backs
to the wall would descend so far below the level of decent

citizenship as to foster the current pay-envelope campaign
against America's working people. Only reckless men,

heedless of consequences, would risk the disruption of the
hope for a new peace between worker and employer by

returning to the tactics of the labor spy."

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We find our population suffering from old inequalities, little changed by vast
sporadic remedies. In spite of our efforts and in spite of our talk, we have not

weeded out the over privileged and we have not effectively lifted up the
underprivileged. Both of these manifestations of injustice have retarded

happiness. No wise man has any intention of destroying what is known as the
profit motive; because by the profit motive we mean the right by work to

earn a decent livelihood for ourselves and for our families.We have, however,
a clear mandate from the people, that Americans must forswear that

conception of the acquisition of wealth which, through excessive profits,
creates undue private power over private affairs and, to our misfortune,
over public affairs as well. In building toward this end we do not destroy

ambition, nor do we seek to divide our wealth into equal shares on stated
occasions. We continue to recognize the greater ability of some to earn
more than others. But we do assert that the ambition of the individual to

obtain for him and his a proper security, a reasonable leisure, and a decent
living throughout life, is an ambition to be preferred to the appetite for great

wealth and great power

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The lessons of history, confirmed by the evidence immediately
before me, show conclusively that continued dependence

upon relief induces a spiritual and moral disintegration
fundamentally destructive to the national fibre. To dole out

relief in this way is to administer a narcotic, a subtle destroyer
of the human spirit. It is inimical to the dictates of sound policy.

It is in violation of the traditions of America. Work must be
found for able-bodied but destitute workers.The Federal

Government must and shall quit this business of relie

-Franklin Roosevelt
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A study of our national resources, more comprehensive than
any previously made, shows the vast amount of necessary and
practicable work which needs to be done for the development
and preservation of our natural wealth for the enjoyment and

advantage of our people in generations to come. The sound
use of land and water is far more comprehensive than the

mere planting of trees, building of dams, distributing of
electricity or retirement of sub-marginal land. It recognizes
that stranded populations, either in the country or the city,

cannot have security under the conditions that now surround
them.

-Franklin Roosevelt
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Some proponents of nostrums were honest and sincere,
others -too many of them- were seekers of personal power;

still others saw a chance to get rich on the dimes and quarters
of the poorer people in our population. All of them, perhaps

unconsciously, were capitalizing on the fact that the
democratic form of Government works slowly. There always

exists in a democratic society a large group which, quite
naturally, champs at the bit over the slowness of democracy;
and that is why it is right for us who believe in democracy to

keep the democratic processes progressive—in other words,
moving forward with the advances in civilization. That is why it is
dangerous for democracy to stop moving forward because any

period of stagnation increases the numbers of those who
demand action and action now

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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There are, therefore, two distinct dangers to democracy. There
is the peril from those who seek the fulfillment of fine ideals at a

pace that is too fast for the machinery of the modern body
politic to function—people who by insistence on too great

speed foster an oligarchic form of Government such as
Communism, or Naziism or Fascism

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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I am not willing that the vitality of our people be further sapped
by the giving of cash, of market baskets, of a few hours of

weekly work cutting grass, raking leaves or picking up papers
in the public parks. We must preserve not only the bodies of
the unemployed from destitution but also their self-respect,

their self-reliance and courage and determination. This
decision brings me to the problem of what the Government

should do with approximately five million unemployed now on
the relief rolls."

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The work itself will cover a wide field including clearance of
slums, which for adequate reasons cannot be undertaken by
private capital; in rural housing of several kinds, where, again,
private capital is unable to function; in rural electrification; in
the reforestation of the great watersheds of the Nation; in an

intensified program to prevent soil erosion and to reclaim
blighted areas; in improving existing road systems and in

constructing national highways designed to handle modern
traffic; in the elimination of grade crossings; in the extension

and enlargement of the successful work of the Civilian
Conservation Corps; in non-Federal works, mostly self-

liquidating and highly useful to local divisions of Government;
and on many other projects which the Nation needs and

cannot afford to neglect
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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To this end we are ready to begin to meet this problem—
the intelligent care of the population throughout our

Nation, in accordance with an intelligent distribution of the
means of livelihood for that population. A definite program

for putting people to work, of which I shall speak in a
moment, is a component part of this greater program of

security of livelihood through the better use of our national
resources

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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For twelve years this Nation was afflicted with hear-nothing,
see-nothing, do-nothing Government. The Nation looked to

Government but the Government looked away. Nine
mocking years with the golden calf and three long years of
the scourge! Nine crazy years at the ticker and three long

years in the breadlines! Nine mad years of mirage and three
long years of despair! Powerful influences strive today to

restore that kind of government with its doctrine that that
Government is best which is most indifferent

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Here is an amazing paradox! The very employers and
politicians and publishers who talk most loudly of class

antagonism and the destruction of the American system
now undermine that system by this attempt to coerce the

votes of the wage earners of this country. It is the 1936
version of the old threat to close down the factory or the

office if a particular candidate does not win. It is an old
strategy of tyrants to delude their victims into fighting their

battles for them

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Every message in a pay envelope, even if it is the truth, is a
command to vote according to the will of the employer. But

this propaganda is worse- it is deceit. They tell the worker
his wage will be reduced by a contribution to some vague

form of old-age insurance. They carefully conceal from him
the fact that for every dollar of premium he pays for that

insurance, the employer pays another dollar. That omission
is deceit

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Closely related to the broad problem of livelihood is that of
security against the major hazards of life. Here also, a

comprehensive survey of what has been attempted or
accomplished in many Nations and in many States proves to

me that the time has come for action by the national
Government. I shall send to you, in a few days, definite

recommendations based on these studies. These
recommendations will cover the broad subjects of

unemployment insurance and old age insurance, of benefits for
children, form others, for the handicapped, for maternity care

and for other aspects of dependency and illness where a
beginning can now be made.
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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A heavy progressive tax upon a very large fortune is in no way
such a tax upon thrift or industry as a like tax would be on a

small fortune. No advantage comes either to the country as a
whole or to the individuals inheriting the money by permitting

the transmission in their entirety of the enormous fortunes
which would be affected by such a tax; and as an incident to its

function of revenue raising, such a tax would help to preserve a
measurable equality of opportunity for the people of the

generations growing to manhood

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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There was once a time in history when the limitation of
governmental powers meant increasing liberty for the

people. In the present day the limitation of governmental
power, of governmental action, means the enslavement

of the people by the great corporations

-Theodore Roosevelt
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There is no more important component of character than
steadfast resolution. The boy who is going to make a great

man, or is going to count in any way afterlife, must make up
his mind not merely to overcome a thousand obstacles, but

to win in spite of a thousand repulses and defeats

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is not difficult to be virtuous in a cloistered and negative
way. Neither is it difficult to succeed, after a fashion, inactive
life, if one is content to disregard the considerations which
bind honorable and upright men. But it is by no means easy

to combine honest and efficiency; and yet it is absolutely
necessary, in order to do any work really worth doing

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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It is not hard while sitting in one’s study, to devise admirable
plans for the betterment of politics and of social conditions;
but in practice, it often proves very hard to make any such
plan work at all, no matter how imperfectly, yet the effort

must continually be made, under penalty of constant
retrogression in our political life.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We feel that the doer is better than the critic and that the
man who strives stands far above the man who stands aloof

because of pessimism or because of sheer weakness. To
borrow a simile from the football field, we believe that men
must play fair, but that there must be no shirking and that

success can only come to the player who ‘hits the line hard

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Your work is hard. Do you suppose I mention that because I
pity you? No; not a bit. I don’t pity any man who does hard

work worth doing. I admire him. I pity the creature who
doesn’t work, at whichever end of the social scale he may

regard himself as being. The law of worthy work well done is
the law of successful American life. I believe in play, too –

play, and play hard while you play; but don’t make the
mistake of thinking that that is the main thing. The work is

what counts, and if a man does his work well and it is worth
doing, then it matters but little in which line that work is

done; the man is a good American citizen. If he does his work
in slip-shod fashion, then no matter what kind of work it is,

he is a poor American citizen
-Theodore Roosevelt
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Nothing in this world is worth having or worth doing unless it
means effort, pain, difficulty. No kind of life is worth leading if

it is always an easy life. I know that your life is hard; I know
that your work is hard; and hardest of all for those of you

who have the highest trained consciences, and who
therefore always feel how much you ought to do. I know

your work is hard, and that is why I congratulate you with all
my heart. I have never in my life envied a human being who
led an easy life; I have envied a great many people who led

difficult lives and led them well.
-Theodore Roosevelt
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Human kindness has never weakened the stamina or
softened the fiber of a free people. A nation does not have to
be cruel in order to be tough. The vigorous expression of our

American community spirit is truly important. The ancient
injunction to love thy neighbor as thyself is still the force that
animates ourfaith—a faith that we are determined shall live
and conquer in a world poisoned by hatred and ravaged by

war

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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When the time of danger comes, all Americans, whatever
their social standing, whatever their creed, whatever the

training they have received, no matter from what section of
the country they have come, stand together as men, as

Americans, and are content to face the same fate and do the
same duties because fundamentally they all alike have the

common purpose to serve the glorious flag of their
common country

Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The establishment of the National Park Service is justified by
considerations of good administration, of the value of

natural beauty as a National asset, and of the effectiveness of
outdoor life and recreation in the production of good

citizenship

-Theodore Roosevelt 
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Civilization cannot go back; civilization must not standstill.
We have undertaken new methods. It is our task to perfect,
to improve, to alter when necessary, but in all cases to go
forward. To consolidate what we are doing, to make our
economic and social structure capable of dealing with

modern life is the joint task of the legislative, the judicial,
and the executive branches of the national Government

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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We need, in the interest of the community at large, a rigid
system of game laws rigidly enforced, and it is not only

admissible, but one may almost say necessary, to
establish, under the control of the State, great national

forest reserves, which shall also be breeding grounds and
nurseries for wild game; but I should much regret to see
grow up in this country a system of large private game

preserves, kept for the enjoyment of the very rich.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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We cannot afford merely to sit down and deplore the evils
of city life as inevitable when cities are constantly growing,

both absolutely and relatively. We must set ourselves
vigorously about the task of improving them, and this task

is now well begun.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A perfectly stupid race can never rise to a very high plane;
the negro, for instance, has been kept down as much by
lack of intellectual development as by anything else; but

the prime factor in the preservation of a race is its power
to attain a high degree of social efficiency. Love of order,

ability to fight well and breed well, the capacity to
subordinate the interests of the individual to the interests

of the community, these and similar rather humdrum
qualities go to make up the sum of social efficiency. The
race that has them is sure to overturn the race whose

members have brilliant intellects, but who are cold and
selfish and timid, who do not breed well or fight well, and

who are not capable of disinterested love of the
community. In other words, the character is far more

important than intellect to the race as to the individual. We
need intellect, and there is no reason why we should not

have it together with character; but if we must choose
between the two we choose character without a moment's

hesitation.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is both foolish and wicked to teach the average man who
is not well off that some wrong or injustice has been done

him, and that he should hope for redress elsewhere than in
his own industry, honesty, and intelligence

-Theodore Roosevelt
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We are a nation of many nationalities, many races, many
religions—bound together by a single unity, the unity of

freedom and equality. Whoever seeks to set one nationality
against another, seeks to degrade all nationalities. Whoever

seeks to set one race against another seeks to enslave all
races. Whoever seeks to set one religion against another,

seeks to destroy all religion.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The men of Yale, the men of the universities, all, who, when
the country called, went to give their lives, did more than

reflect honor upon the universities from which they came.
They did that which they could not have done so well in any

other way. They showed that when the time of danger
comes, all Americans, whatever their social standing,
whatever their creed, whatever the training they have

received, no matter from what section of the country they
have come, stand together as men, as Americans, and are

content to face the same fate and do the same duties
because fundamentally they all alike have the common

purpose to serve the glorious flag of their common
country

-Theodore Roosevelt
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If we lose the virile, manly qualities, and sink into a nation of
mere hucksters, putting gain over national honor, and

subordinating everything to mere ease of life, then we shall
indeed reach a condition worse than that of the ancient

civilizations in the years of their decay

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Gentlemen: you have now reached the last point. If anyone
of you doesn’t mean business let him say so now. An hour
from now will be too late to back out. Once in, you’ve got
to see it through. You’ve got to perform without flinching
whatever duty is assigned you, regardless of the difficulty

or the danger of attending it. If it is garrison duty, you must
attend to it. If it is meeting fever, you must be willing. If it is
the closest kind of fighting, anxious for it. You must know

how to ride, how to shoot, how to live in the open. Absolute
obedience to every command is your first lesson. No

matter what comes you mustn’t squeal. Think it over — all
of you. If any man wishes to withdraw he will be gladly

excused, for others are ready to take his place

-Theodore Roosevelt
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There are two things that I want you to make up your
minds to: first, that you are going to have a good time as
long as you live – I have no use for the sour-faced man –

and next, that you are going to do something worthwhile,
that you are going to work hard and do the things you set

out to do

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The head-in-the-air theorists will not succeed in politics
any more than in law, or physics, or dry goods. We’ve got

to face facts. An uncomfortable truth is a safer companion
than the most attractive falsehood. Strive mightily for high

ideals. Keep your eyes on the stars, but don’t forget that
your feet are necessarily on the earth.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The teaching which I received was genuinely democratic in
one way. It was not so democratic in another. I grew into

manhood thoroughly imbued with the feeling that a man must
be respected for what he made of himself. But I had also,

consciously or unconsciously, been taught that socially and
industrially pretty much the whole duty of the man lay in thus

making the best of himself; that he should be honest in his
dealings with others and charitable in the old-fashioned way
to the unfortunate; but that it was no part of his business to

join with others in trying to make things better for the many
by curbing the abnormal and excessive development of

individualism in a few
-Theodore Roosevelt
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I do not intend to appoint any unfit man to office. So far as I
legitimately can I shall always endeavor to pay regard to

the wishes and feelings of the people of each locality, but I
cannot consent to take the position that the door of hope
— the door of opportunity — is to be shut upon any man,

no matter how worthy, purely upon the grounds of race or
color. Such an attitude would, according to my

convictions, be fundamentally wrong

-Theodore Roosevelt
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If, as you hold, the great hulk of the colored people are not
yet fit in point of character and influence to hold such
positions, it seems to me that it is worthwhile putting a
premium upon the effort among them to achieve the

character and standing which will fit them

-Theodore Roosevelt
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No man is worth his salt who is not ready at all times to risk his
body, to risk his well being, to risk his life, in a great cause. No

nation has a right to a place in the world unless it has so
trained its sons and daughters that they follow righteousness
as a great goal. They must scorn to do injustice, and scorn to

submit to injustice. They must endeavor steadily to make
peace the handmaiden of righteousness, to secure both

peace and righteousness. But they must stand ready, if the
alternative is between peace and righteousness,

unhesitatingly to face suffering and death in war rather than
to submit to iniquity or dishonor

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Democracy cannot succeed unless those who express their
choice are prepared to choose wisely. The real safeguard of

democracy, therefore, is education. It has been well said that
no system of government gives so much to the individual or

exacts so much as a democracy. Upon our educational system
must largely depend on the perpetuity of those institutions
upon which our freedom and our society rest. to prepare
each citizen to choose wisely and to enable him to choose

freely are paramount functions of the schools in a democracy

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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The first requisite of a good citizen in this Republic of ours is
that he shall be able and willing to pull his weight; that he shall

not be a mere passenger, but shall do his share in the work
that each generation of us finds ready to hand; and,

furthermore, that in doing his work he shall show, not only the
capacity for sturdy self-help, but also self-respecting regard

for the rights of others

-Theodore Roosevelt
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We are not building this country of ours for a day. It is to last
through the ages. We stand on the threshold of a new century.
We look into the dim years that rise before us, knowing that if
we are true that the generations that succeed us here shall fall
heir to a heritage such as has never been known before. I ask

that we keep in mind not only our own interests, but the
interests of our children. Any generation fit to do its work

must work for the future, for the people of the future, as well
as for itself. You, men of the Civil War, fought from ‘61 to ‘65
for the Union of that day; yes and for the Union that was to

stand while Nations stand in the hereafter

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A man who is good enough to shed his blood for his country
is good enough to be given a square deal afterwards. More
than that no man is entitled to, and less than that no man

shall have

-Theodore Roosevelt
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To announce that there must be no criticism of the
President, or that we are to stand by the President, right or
wrong, are not only unpatriotic and servile but is morally

treasonable to the American public

-Theodore Roosevelt
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I am certain that the only permanently safe attitude for this
country as regards national preparedness for self-defense

is along its lines of universal service on the Swiss model.
Switzerland is the most democratic of nations. Its army is

the most democratic army in the world. There isn't a touch
of militarism or aggressiveness about Switzerland. It has
been found as a matter of actual practical experience in

Switzerland that the universal military training has made a
very marked increase in social efficiency and in the ability
of the man thus trained to do well for himself in industry.

The man who has received the training is a better citizen, is
more self-respecting, more orderly, better able to hold his
own, and more willing to respect the rights of others and at
the same time he is a more valuable and better paid man in

his business

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The consistent policy of the National Government, so far as it has the power,
is to hold in check the unscrupulous man, whether employer or employee;

but to refuse to weaken individual initiative or to hamper or cramp the
industrial development of the country. We recognize that this is an era of
federation and combination, in which great capitalistic corporations and

labor unions have become factors of tremendous importance in all industrial
centers. Hearty recognition is given the far-reaching, beneficent work which
has been accomplished through both corporations and unions, and the line

as between different corporations, as between different unions, is drawn as it
is between different individuals; that is, it is drawn on conduct, the effort being
to treat both organized capital and organized labor alike; asking nothing save

that the interest of each shall be brought into harmony with the interest of the
general public, and that the conduct of each shall conform to the

fundamental rules of obedience to law, of individual freedom, and of justice
and fair dealing towards all. Whenever either corporation, labor union, or
individual disregards the law or acts in a spirit of arbitrary and tyrannous

interference with the rights of others, whether corporations or individuals,
then where the Federal Government has jurisdiction, it will see to it that the

misconduct is stopped, paying not the slightest heed to the position or power
of the corporation, the union or the individual, but only to one vital fact—that
is, the question whether or not the conduct of the individual or aggregate of

individuals is in accordance with the law of the land. Every man must be
guaranteed his liberty and his right to do as he likes with his property or his

labor, so long as he does not infringe the rights of others. No man is above the
law and no man is below it; nor do we ask any man's permission when we

require him to obey it. Obedience to the law is demanded as a right; not asked
as a favor.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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We have cause as a nation to be thankful for the steps that
have been so successfully taken to put these principles into

effect. The progress has been by evolution, not by
revolution. Nothing radical has been done; the action has

been both moderate and resolute. Therefore the work will
stand. There shall be no backward step. If in the working of
the laws it proves desirable that they shall at any point be

expanded or amplified, the amendment can be made as its
desirability is shown. Meanwhile they are being

administered with judgment, but with insistence upon
obedience to them, and their need has been emphasized in

signal fashion by the events of the past year

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The principles which we uphold should appeal to all our
countrymen, in all portions of our country. Above all they
should give us strength with the men and women who are

the spiritual heirs of those who upheld the hands of
Abraham Lincoln; for we are striving to do our work in the
spirit with which Lincoln approached his. During the seven

years that have just passed there is no duty, domestic or
foreign, which we have shirked; no necessary task which we
have feared to undertake, or which we have not performed

with reasonable efficiency. We have never pleaded
impotence. We have never sought refuge in criticism and
complaint instead of action. We face the future with our

past and our present as guarantors of our promises; and we
are content to stand or to fall by the record which we have

made and are making

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Of all the officers of the Government, those of the
Department of Justice should be kept most free from any

suspicion of improper action on partisan or factional
grounds, so that there shall be gradually a growth, even
though a slow growth, in the knowledge that the Federal

courts and the representatives of the Federal Department
of Justice insist on meting out even-handed justice to all

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Any country whose people conduct themselves well can
count upon our hearty friendship. If a nation shows that it

knows how to act with reasonable efficiency and decency in
social and political matters, if it keeps order and pays its

obligations, it needs fear no interference from the United
States. Chronic wrongdoing, or an impotence which results
in a general loosening of the ties of civilized society, may in
America, as elsewhere, ultimately require intervention by
some civilized nation, and in the Western Hemisphere the

adherence of the United States to the Monroe Doctrine may
force the United States, however reluctantly, in flagrant

cases of such wrongdoing or impotence, to the exercise of
an international police power

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Campaign behavior for wives: Always be on time. Do as
little talking as humanly possible. Lean back in the

parade car so everybody can see the president

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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It is enough to give any one a sense of sardonic amusement
to see the way in which the people generally, not only in my
own country but elsewhere, gauge the work purely by the
fact that it succeeded. If I had not brought about peace I
should have been laughed at and condemned. Now I am

over-praised. I am credited with being extremely
longheaded, etc. As a matter of fact I took the position I
finally did not of my own volition but because events so

shaped themselves that I would have felt as if I was flinch- ing
from a plain duty if I had acted otherwise

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is a very poor thing, whether for nations or individuals, to advance the
history of great deeds done in the past as an excuse for doing poorly in the

present; but it is an excellent thing to study the history of the great deeds
of the past, and of the great men who did them, with an earnest desire to

profit thereby so as to render better service in the present. In their
essentials, the men of the present day are much like the men of the past,

and the live issues of the present can be faced to better advantage by men
who have in good faith studied how the leaders of the nation faced the

dead issues of the past. Such a study of Lincoln's life will enable us to avoid
the twin gulfs of immorality and inefficiency—the gulfs which always lie

one on each side of the careers alike of man and of nation. It helps nothing
to have avoided one if shipwreck is encountered in the other. The fanatic,

the well-meaning moralist of unbalanced mind, the parlor critic who
condemns others but has no power himself to do good and but little
power to do ill—all these were as alien to Lincoln as the vicious and

unpatriotic themselves. His life teaches our people that they must act with
wisdom, because otherwise adherence to right will be mere sound and

fury without substance; and that they must also act high-mindedly, or else
what seems to be wisdom will in the end turn out to be the most

destructive kind of folly.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is because I feel that there should be no rest in the endless
war against the forces of evil that I ask the war be conducted
with sanity as well as with resolution. The men with the muck
rakes are often indispensable to the well being of society; but
only if they know when to stop raking the muck, and to look
upward to the celestial crown above them, to the crown of

worthy endeavor. There are beautiful things above and round
about them; and if they gradually grow to feel that the whole
world is nothing but muck, their power of usefulness is gone

-Theodore Roosevelt
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One’s philosophy is not best expressed in words; it is
expressed in the choices one makes. In the long run, we shape

our lives, and we shape ourselves. The process never ends
until we die. And the choices we make are ultimately our own

responsibility

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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To waste, to destroy, our natural resources, to skin and
exhaust the land instead of using it so as to increase its
usefulness, will result in undermining in the days of our

children the very prosperity which we ought by right to hand
down to them amplified and developed

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The things that will destroy America are prosperity at
any price, peace at any price, and safety first instead of
duty first and love of soft living and the get-rich-quick

theory of life.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“To discriminate against a thoroughly upright citizen
because he belongs to some particular church, or

because, like Abraham Lincoln, he has not avowed his
allegiance to any church, is an outrage against that

liberty of conscience which is one of the foundations
of American life. You are entitled to know whether a

man seeking your suffrages is a man of clean and
upright life, honorable in all of his dealings with his

fellows, and fit by qualification and purpose to do well
in the great office for which he is a candidate; but you

are not entitled to know matters which lie purely
between himself and his Maker.”

160
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“You gain strength, courage and confidence by every
experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face.

You are able to say to yourself, 'I have lived through this
horror. I can take the next thing that comes along.' You

must do the thing you think you cannot do.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“To permit every lawless capitalist, every law-defying
corporation, to take any action, no matter how

iniquitous, in the effort to secure an improper profit and
to build up privilege, would be ruinous to the Republic

and would mark the abandonment of the effort to secure
in the industrial world the spirit of democratic fair

dealing.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Do the things that interest you and do them with all your
heart. Don’t be concerned about whether people are

watching you or criticizing you. The chances are that they
aren’t paying any attention to you. It’s your attention to
yourself that is so stultifying. But you have to disregard

yourself as completely as possible. If you fail the first time
then you’ll just have to try harder the second time. After all,

there is no real reason why you should fail. Just stop thinking
about yourself.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“People grow through experiences, if they meet life
honestly and courageously. This is how character is built
and young people recognize this ability to grow in those

with whom they come in contact.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“A mature person is one who does not think only in absolutes,
who is able to be objective even when deeply stirred

emotionally, who has learned that there is both good and bad in
all people and all things, and who walks humbly and deals

charitably with the circumstances of life, knowing that in this
world no one is all-knowing and therefore all of us need both

love and charity.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“I could not, at any age, be content to take my place by the
fireside and simply look on. Life was meant to be lived.

Curiosity must be kept alive. One must never, for whatever
reason, turn his back on life.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“If, as you hold, the great hulk of the colored people are
not yet fit in point of character and influence to hold such

positions, it seems to me that it is worthwhile putting a
premium upon the effort among them to achieve the

character and standing which will fit them.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“I wish to preach, not the doctrine of ignoble ease, but the
doctrine of the strenuous life, the life of toil and effort, of
labor and strife; to preach that highest form of success

which comes, not to the man who desires mere easy peace,
but to the man who does not shrink from danger, from

hardship, or from bitter toil, and who out of these wins the
splendid ultimate triumph.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“It is hard to fail, but it is worse never to have tried to succeed. In
this life we get nothing save by effort. Freedom from effort in the
present merely means that there has been stored up effort in the
past. A man can be freed from the necessity of work only by the

fact that he or his father’s before him have worked to good
purpose. If the freedom thus purchased is used aright, and the

man still does actual work, though of a different kind, whether as
a writer or a general, whether in the field of politics or in the field

of exploration and adventure, he shows he deserves his good
fortune. But if he treats this period of freedom from the need of

actual labor as a period, not of preparation, but of mere
enjoyment, even though perhaps not of vicious enjoyment, he

shows that he is simply a cumberer of the earth's surface, and he
surely unfits himself to hold his own with his fellows if the need to

do so should again arise.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“A mere life of ease is not in the end a very satisfactory life,
and, above all, it is a life which ultimately unfits those who
follow it for serious work in the world. In the last analysis a

healthy state can exist only when the men and women
who make it up lead clean, vigorous, healthy lives; when

the children are so trained that they shall endeavor, not to
shirk difficulties, but to overcome them; not to seek ease,

but to know how to wrest triumph from toil and risk.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win glorious
triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to rank
with those poor spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer

much, because they live in that grey twilight that knows
neither victory nor defeat.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We cannot, if we would, play the part of China, and be
content to rot by inches in ignoble ease within our

borders, taking no interest in what goes on beyond them,
sunk in a scrambling commercialism; heedless of the

higher life, the life of aspiration, of toil and risk, busying
ourselves only with the wants of our bodies for the day,

until suddenly we should find, beyond a shadow of
question, what China has already found, that in this world
the nation that has trained itself to a career of unwarlike
and isolated ease is bound, in the end, to go down before

other nations which have not lost the manly and
adventurous qualities. If we are to be a really great people,

we must strive in good faith to play a great part in the
world.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We have a given problem to solve. If we undertake the
solution, there is, of course, always danger that we may
not solve it right; but to refuse to undertake the solution
simply renders it certain that we cannot possibly solve it

right.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“No country can long endure if its foundations are not laid
deep in the material prosperity which comes from thrift,

from business energy and enterprise, from hard,
unsparing effort in the fields of industrial activity; but

neither was any nation ever yet truly great if it relied upon
material prosperity alone. All honor must be paid to the

architects of our material prosperity, to the great
captains of industry who have built our factories and our
railroads, to the strong men who toil for wealth with brain

or hand; for great is the debt of the nation to these and
their kind.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Let us, as we value our own self-respect, face the
responsibilities with proper seriousness, courage, and

high resolve. We must demand the highest order of
integrity and ability in our public men who are to grapple

with these new problems. We must hold to a rigid
accountability those public servants who show

unfaithfulness to the interests of the nation or inability to
rise to the high level of the new demands upon our

strength and our resources. Of course we must
remember not to judge any public servant by any one act,

and especially should we beware of attacking the men
who are merely the occasions and not the causes of

disaster.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We must see that there is civic honesty, civic cleanliness, civic
good sense in our home administration of city, State, and nation.

We must strive for honesty in office, for honesty toward the
creditors of the nation and of the individual; for the widest

freedom of individual initiative where possible, and for the wisest
control of individual initiative where it is hostile to the welfare of

the many. But because we set our own household in order we are
not thereby excused from playing our part in the great affairs of

the world. A man's first duty is to his own home, but he is not
thereby excused from doing his duty to the State; for if he fails in

this second duty it is under the penalty of ceasing to be a
freeman. In the same way, while a nation's first duty is within its
own borders, it is not thereby absolved from facing its duties in

the world as a whole; and if it refuses to do so, it merely forfeits its
right to struggle for a place among the peoples that shape the

destiny of mankind.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“If we stand idly by, if we seek merely swollen, slothful
ease and ignoble peace, if we shrink from the hard

contests where men must win at hazard of their lives
and at the risk of all they hold dear, then the bolder and

stronger peoples will pass us by, and will win for
themselves the domination of the world. Let us

therefore boldly face the life of strife, resolute to do our
duty well and manfully; resolute to uphold

righteousness by deed and by word; resolute to be both
honest and brave, to serve high ideals, yet to use

practical methods. Above all, let us shrink from no
strife, moral or physical, within or without the nation,

provided we are certain that the strife is justified, for it is
only through strife, through hard and dangerous

endeavor, that we shall ultimately win the goal of true
national greatness.”
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“Poverty is a bitter thing; but it is not as bitter as the
existence of restless vacuity and physical, moral, and

intellectual flabbiness, to which those doom themselves
who elect to spend all their years in that vainest of all

vain pursuits—the pursuit of mere pleasure as a
sufficient end in itself.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The willfully idle man, like the willfully barren woman, has
no place in a sane, healthy, and vigorous community.

Moreover, the gross and hideous selfishness for which
each stands defeats even its own miserable aims. Exactly

as infinitely the happiest woman is she who has borne and
brought up many healthy children, so infinitely the

happiest man is he who has toiled hard and successfully in
his life-work. The work may be done in a thousand

different ways —with the brain or the hands, in the study,
the field, or the workshop—if it is honest work, honestly
done and well worth doing, that is all we have a right to
ask. Every father and mother here, if they are wise, will

bring up their children not to shirk difficulties, but to meet
them and overcome them; not to strive after a life of

ignoble ease, but to strive to do their duty, first to
themselves and their families, and then to the whole state;

and this duty must inevitably take the shape of work in
some form or other.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“You, the sons of the pioneers, if you are true to your
ancestry, must make your lives as worthy as they made
theirs. They sought for true success, and therefore they

did not seek ease. They knew that success comes only to
those who lead the life of endeavor.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“It seems to me that the simple acceptance of this
fundamental fact of American life, this acknowledgment

that the law of work is the fundamental law of our being, will
help us to start aright in facing not a few of the problems

that confront us from without and from within. As regards
internal affairs, it should teach us the prime need of

remembering that, after all has been said and done, the
chief factor in any man’s success or failure must be his own

character—that is, the sum of his common sense, his
courage, his virile energy and capacity. Nothing can take

the place of this individual factor.”

Theodore Roosevelt
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“Besides each one of us working individually, all of us have
got to work together. We cannot possibly do our best work
as a nation unless all of us know how to act in combination
as well as how to act individually for himself. The acting in
combination can take many forms, but of course its most

effective form must be when it comes in the shape of law —
that is, of action by the community as a whole through the

lawmaking body.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“But it is not possible ever to insure prosperity merely
by law. Something for good can be done by law, and a
bad law can do an infinity of mischief; but, after all, the

best law can only prevent wrong and injustice, and give
to the thrifty, the farseeing, and the hard-working a

chance to exercise to best advantage their special and
peculiar abilities.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“No hard-and-fast rule can be laid down as to where our
legislation shall stop in interfering between man and man,

between interest and interest. All that can be said is that it is
highly undesirable, on the one hand, to weaken individual

initiative, and, on the other hand, that in a constantly
increasing number of cases we shall find it necessary in the
future to shackle cunning as in the past we have shackled

force. It is not only highly desirable but necessary that there
should be legislation which shall carefully shield the

interests of wage-workers, and which shall discriminate in
favor of the honest and humane employer by removing the
disadvantage under which he stands when compared with

unscrupulous competitors who have no conscience and will
do right only under fear of punishment. Nor can legislation

stop only with what are termed labor questions. The vast
individual and corporate fortunes, the vast combinations of

capital, which have marked the development of our
industrial system create new conditions, and necessitate a

change from the old attitude of the state and the nation
toward property.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“It is probably true that the large majority of the fortunes
that now exist in this country have been amassed not by

injuring our people, but as an incident to the conferring of
great benefits upon the community; and this, no matter

what may have been the conscious purpose of those
amassing them. There is but the scantiest justification for
most of the outcry against the men of wealth as such; and
it ought to be unnecessary to state that any appeal which
directly or indirectly leads to suspicion and hatred among
ourselves, which tends to limit opportunity, and therefore

to shut the door of success against poor men of talent,
and, finally, which entails the possibility of lawlessness and
violence, is an attack upon the fundamental properties of

American citizenship.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Our interests are at bottom common; in the long run
we go up or go down together. Yet more and more it is
evident that the state, and if necessary the nation, has
got to possess the right of supervision and control as

regards the great corporations which are its creatures;
particularly as regards the great business

combinations which derive a portion of their
importance from the existence of some monopolistic
tendency. The right should be exercised with caution
and self restraint; but it should exist, so that it may be

invoked if the need arises.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The man who works, the man who does great deeds, in
the end dies as surely as the veriest idler who cumbers
the earth’s surface; but he leaves behind him the great
fact that he has done his work well. So it is with nations.

While the nation that has dared to be great, that has had
the will and the power to change the destiny of the ages,
in the end must die, yet no less surely the nation that has

played the part of the weakling must also die; and
whereas the nation that has done nothing leaves

nothing behind it, the nation that has done a great work
really continues, though in changed form, to live

forevermore.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Perhaps there is no more important component of
character than steadfast resolution. The boy who is

going to make a great man or is going to count in a way
in after life, must not make up his mind merely to

overcome a thousand obstacles, but to win in spite of a
thousand repulses and defeats. He may be able to wrest

success along the lines on which he originally started.
He may have to try something entirely new. On the one
hand, he must not be volatile and irresolute, and, on the
other hand, he must not fear to try a new line because

he has failed in another” 

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We admit with all sincerity that our first duty is within our
own household; that we must not merely talk, but act, in

favor of cleanliness and decency and righteousness, in all
political, social, and civic matters. No prosperity and no

glory can save a nation that is rotten at heart. We must ever
keep the core of our national being sound, and see to it that

not only our citizens in private life, but, above all, our
statesmen in public life, practice the old commonplace

virtues which from time immemorial have lain at the root of
all true national wellbeing.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Exactly as each man, while doing first his duty to his wife
and the children within his home, must yet, if he hopes to
amount to much, strive mightily in the world outside his

home, so our nation, while first of all seeing to its own
domestic well-being, must not shrink from playing its part

among the great nations without. Our duty may take
many forms in the future as it has taken many forms in

the past. Nor is it possible to lay down a hard-and-fast rule
for all cases. We must ever face the fact of our shifting

national needs, of the always-changing opportunities that
present themselves. But we may be certain of one thing:

whether we wish it or not, we cannot avoid hereafter
having duties to do in the face of other nations. All that we
can do is to settle whether we shall perform these duties

well or ill.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“We do not have to become heroes overnight. Just a step at
a time, meeting each thing that comes up, seeing it as not as
dreadful as it appears, discovering that we have the strength

to stare it down. The thing always to remember, you must
do the thing you think you cannot do.”



“Right here let me make as vigorous a plea as I know how
in favor of saying nothing that we do not mean, and of

acting without hesitation up to whatever we say. A good
many of you are probably acquainted with the old

proverb: "Speak softly and carry a big stick—you will go
far." If a man continually blusters, if he lacks civility, a big

stick will not save him from trouble; and neither will
speaking softly avail, if back of the softness there does not

lie strength, power.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“In private life there are few beings more obnoxious than
the man who is always loudly boasting; and if the boaster

is not prepared to back up his words his position
becomes absolutely contemptible. So it is with the nation.
It is both foolish and undignified to indulge in undue self-

glorification, and, above all, in loose-tongued
denunciation of other peoples. Whenever on any point we
come in contact with a foreign power, I hope that we shall
always strive to speak courteously and respectfully of that

foreign power.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Let us make it evident that we intend to do justice.
Then let us make it equally evident that we will not
tolerate injustice being done to us in return. Let us

further make it evident that we use no words which we
are not prepared to back up with deeds, and that while

our speech is always moderate, we are ready and willing
to make it good. Such an attitude will be the surest

possible guarantee of that self-respecting peace, the
attainment of which is and must ever be the prime aim

of a self-governing people.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We most earnestly hope and believe that the chance of
our having any hostile military complication with any
foreign power is very small. But that there will come a

strain, a jar, here and there, from commercial and
agricultural—that is, from industrial—competition is

almost inevitable. Here again we have got to remember
that our first duty is to our own people, and yet that we
can best get justice by doing justice. We must continue
the policy that has been so brilliantly successful in the

past, and so shape our economic system as to give
every advantage to the skill, energy, and intelligence of

our farmers, merchants, manufacturers, and wage-
workers; and yet we must also remember, in dealing
with other nations, that benefits must be given where

benefits are sought. It is not possible to dogmatize as to
the exact way of attaining this end, for the exact

conditions cannot be foretold. In the long run, one of
our prime needs is stability and continuity of economic
policy; and yet, through treaty or by direct legislation, it
may, at least in certain cases, become advantageous to

supplement our present policy by a system of
reciprocal benefit and obligation.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The first essential of civilization is law. Anarchy is
simply the handmaiden and forerunner of tyranny and
despotism. Law and order enforced with justice and by
strength lie at the foundations of civilization. Law must
be based upon justice, else it cannot stand, and it must
be enforced with resolute firmness, because weakness
in enforcing it means in the end that there is no justice

and no law, nothing but the rule of disorderly and
unscrupulous strength. Without the habit of orderly

obedience to the law, without the stern enforcement of
the laws at the expense of those who defiantly resist
them, there can be no possible progress, moral or

material, in civilization. There can be no weakening of
the law-abiding spirit here at home, if we are

permanently to succeed; and just as little can we afford
to show weakness abroad.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“A great deal of fear is a result of just not knowing.
We do not know what is involved in a new situation.

We do not know whether we can deal with it. The
sooner we learn what it entails, the sooner we can

dissolve our fear.”

-Eleanor Roosevelt
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“Barbarism has, and can have, no place in a civilized world. It is our
duty toward the people living in barbarism to see that they are freed

from their chains, and we can free them only by destroying
barbarism itself. The missionary, the merchant, and the soldier may
each have to play a part in this destruction, and in the consequent
uplifting of the people. Exactly as it is the duty of a civilized power

scrupulously to respect the rights of all weaker civilized powers and
gladly to help those who are struggling toward civilization, so it is its
duty to put down savagery and barbarism. As in such a work human

instruments must be used, and as human instruments are imperfect,
this means that at times there will be injustice; that at times merchant

or soldier, or even missionary, may do wrong. Let us instantly
condemn and rectify such wrong when it occurs, and if possible

punish the wrongdoer. But shame, thrice shame to us, if we are so
foolish as to make such occasional wrongdoing an excuse for failing
to perform a great and righteous task. Not only in our own land, but

throughout the world, throughout all history, the advance of
civilization has been of incalculable benefit to mankind, and those

through whom it has advanced deserve the highest honor. All honor
to the missionary, all honor to the soldier, all honor to the merchant

who now in our own day have done so much to bring light into the
world’s dark places.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“No hard and fast rule can be laid down as to where our
legislation shall stop in interfering between man and man,
between interest and interest. All that can be said is that it

is highly undesirable on the one hand, to weaken
individual initiative, and on the other hand, that in a

constantly increasing number of cases we shall find it
necessary in the future to shackle cunning as in the past

we have shackled force.”

-Theodore Roosevelt

199



“The vast individual and corporate fortunes, the vast
combinations of capital which have marked the

development of our industrial system, create new
conditions, and necessitate a change from the old attitude of

state and the nation toward property.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“We are passing through a period of great commercial
prosperity, and such a period is as sure as adversity itself to

bring mutterings of discontent. At a time when most men
prosper somewhat some men always prosper greatly; and it
is as true now as when the tower of Siloam fell upon all alike,
that good fortune does not come solely to the just, nor bad
fortune solely to the unjust. When the weather is good for

crops it is also good for weeds.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The tremendous and highly complex industrial
development which went on with ever accelerated rapidity

during the latter half of the nineteenth century brings us
face to face, at the beginning of the twentieth, with very

serious social problems. The old laws, and the old customs
which had almost the binding force of law, were once quite
sufficient to regulate the accumulation and distribution of

wealth. Since the industrial changes which have so
enormously increased the productive power of mankind,

they are no longer sufficient.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The growth of cities has gone on beyond comparison
faster than the growth of the country, and the upbuilding

of the great industrial centers has meant a startling
increase, not merely in the aggregate of wealth, but in the

number of very large individual, and especially of very
large corporate, fortunes. The creation of these great

corporate fortunes has not been due to the tariff nor to
any other governmental action, but to natural causes in
the business world, operating in other countries as they

operate in our own.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The process has aroused much antagonism, a great part
of which is wholly without warrant. It is not true that as the
rich have grown richer the poor have grown poorer. On

the contrary, never before has the average man, the
wage-worker, the farmer, the small trader, been so well

off as in this country and at the present time. There have
been abuses connected with the accumulation of wealth;

yet it remains true that a fortune accumulated in
legitimate business can be accumulated by the person

especially benefited only on condition of conferring
immense incidental benefits upon others. Successful

enterprise, of the type which benefits all mankind, can
only exist if the conditions are such as to offer great prizes

as the rewards of success.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The captains of industry who have driven the railway
systems across this continent, who have built up our

commerce, who have developed our manufactures, have
on the whole done great good to our people. Without them
the material development of which we are so justly proud

could never have taken place. Moreover, we should
recognize the immense importance of this material

development of leaving as unhampered as is compatible
with the public good the strong and forceful men upon

whom the success of business operations inevitably rests.
The slightest study of business conditions will satisfy anyone
capable of forming a judgment that the personal equation is
the most important factor in a business operation; that the

business ability of the man at the head of any business
concern, big or little, is usually the factor which fixes the gulf

between striking success and hopeless failure.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“An additional reason for caution in dealing with corporations is to be
found in the international commercial conditions of to-day. The same

business conditions which have produced the great aggregations of
corporate and individual wealth have made them very potent factors in
international Commercial competition. Business concerns which have
the largest means at their disposal and are managed by the ablest men

are naturally those which take the lead in the strife for commercial
supremacy among the nations of the world. America has only just
begun to assume that commanding position in the international

business world which we believe will more and more be hers. It is of the
utmost importance that this position be not jeoparded, especially at a

time when the overflowing abundance of our own natural resources and
the skill, business energy, and mechanical aptitude of our people make

foreign markets essential. Under such conditions it would be most
unwise to cramp or to fetter the youthful strength of our Nation.

Moreover, it cannot too often be pointed out that to strike with ignorant
violence at the interests of one set of men almost inevitably endangers
the interests of all. The fundamental rule in our national life —the rule

which underlies all others—is that, on the whole, and in the long run, we
shall go up or down together.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“It is no limitation upon property rights or freedom of
contract to require that when men receive from

Government the privilege of doing business under
corporate form, which frees them from individual
responsibility, and enables them to call into their

enterprises the capital of the public, they shall do so upon
absolutely truthful representations as to the value of the

property in which the capital is to be invested.
Corporations engaged in interstate commerce should be
regulated if they are found to exercise a license working to

the public injury. It should be as much the aim of those who
seek for social- betterment to rid the business world of

crimes of cunning as to rid the entire body politic of crimes
of violence. Great corporations exist only because they are

created and safeguarded by our institutions; and it is
therefore our right and our duty to see that they work in

harmony with these institutions.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The first essential in determining how to deal with the great
industrial combinations is knowledge of the facts—publicity. In

the interest of the public, the Government should have the right
to inspect and examine the workings of the great corporations

engaged in interstate business. Publicity is the only sure remedy
which we can now invoke. What further remedies are needed in

the way of governmental regulation, or taxation, can only be
determined after publicity has been obtained, by process of
law, and in the course of administration. The first requisite is

knowledge, full and complete—knowledge which may be made
public to the world. Artificial bodies, such as corporations and

joint stock or other associations, depending upon any statutory
law for their existence or privileges, should be subject to proper
governmental supervision, and full and accurate information as

to their operations should be made public regularly at
reasonable intervals.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“The large corporations, commonly called trusts,
though organized in one State, always do business in

many States, often doing very little business in the
State where they are incorporated. There is utter lack
of uniformity in the State laws about them; and as no

State has any exclusive interest in or power over their
acts, it has in practice proved impossible to get

adequate regulation through State action. Therefore,
in the interest of the whole people, the Nation should,
without interfering with the power of the States in the
matter itself, also assume power of supervision and
regulation over all corporations doing an interstate

business. This is especially true where the
corporation derives a portion of its wealth from the

existence of some monopolistic element or tendency
in its business.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“My Dear Governor Durbin, permit me to thank you as an
American citizen for the admirable way in which you have
vindicated the majesty of the law by your recent action in

reference to lynching. I feel, my dear sir, that you have
made all men your debtors who believe, as all far-seeing
men must, that the wellbeing, indeed the very existence,

of the republic depends upon that spirit of orderly liberty
under the law which is as incompatible with mob violence
as with any form of despotism. Of course, mob violence is

simply one form of anarchy, and anarchy is now, as it
always has been, the handmaiden and forerunner of

tyranny.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“All thoughtful men must feel that gravest alarm over
the growth of lynching in this country and especially

over the peculiarly hideous form so often taken by mob
violence when colored men are the victims, on which

occasion the mob seems to lay most weight, not on the
crime, but on the color of the criminal.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“In a certain proportion of these cases the man lynched has
been guilty of a crime horrible beyond description; a crime

so horrible that as far as he himself is concerned he has
forfeited the right to any kind of sympathy whatsoever. The

feeling of all good citizens that such a hideous crime shall
not be hideously punished by mob violence is due not in the
least to sympathy for the criminal, but to a very lively sense

of the train of dreadful consequences which follows the
course taken by the mob in exacting inhuman vengeance

for an inhuman wrong.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“In such cases, moreover, it is well to remember that the
criminal not merely sins against humanity in inexpiable
and unpardonable fashion, but sins particularly against
his own race, and does them a wrong far greater than

any white man can possibly do them. Therefore, in such
cases the colored people throughout the land should in

every possible way show their belief that they, more
than all others in the community, are horrified at the

commission of such a crime and are peculiarly
concerned in taking every possible measure to prevent

its recurrence and to bring the criminal to immediate
justice. The slightest lack of vigor either in denunciation
of the crime or in bringing the criminal to justice is itself

unpardonable.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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“Every effort should be made under the law to expedite the
proceedings of justice in the case of such an awful crime. But it
cannot be necessary in order to accomplish this to deprive any

citizen of those fundamental rights to be heard in his own
defense which are so dear to us all and which lies at the root of

our liberty. It certainly ought to be possible by the proper
administration of the laws to secure swift vengeance upon the
criminal; and the best and immediate efforts of all legislators,

judges and citizens should be addressed to securing such
reforms in our legal procedure as to leave no vestige of excuse

for those misguided men who undertake to reap vengeance
through violent methods.”
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-Theodore Roosevelt



“Men who have been guilty of a crime like rape or murder, should be
visited with swift and certain punishment and the just effort made by

the courts to protect them in their rights should under no
circumstances be perverted into permitting any mere technicality to
avert or delay their punishment. The substantial rights of the prisoner

to a fair trial must, of course, be guaranteed, as you have so justly
insisted that they should be; but, subject to this guarantee, the law

must work swiftly and surely and all the agents of the law should
realize the wrong they do when they permit justice to be delayed or

thwarted for technical or insufficient reasons. We must show that the
law is adequate to deal with crime by freeing it from every vestige of

technicality and delay.”

-Theodore Roosevelt
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But the fullest recognition of the horror of the crime and the
most complete lack of sympathy with the criminal cannot in

the least diminish our horror at the way in which it has
become customary to avenge these crimes and at the

consequences that are already proceeding therefrom. It is,
of course, inevitable that where vengeance is taken by a mob
it should frequently light on innocent people, and the wrong
done in such a case to the individual is one for which there is
no remedy. But even where the real criminal is reached the
wrong done by the mob to the community itself is well-nigh

as great

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Especially is this true where the lynching is accompanied
with torture. There are certain hideous sights which when

once seen can never be wholly erased from the mental
retina. The mere fact of having seen them implies

degradation. This is a thousandfold stronger when, instead of
merely seeing the deed, the man has participated in it.

Whoever in any part of our country has ever taken part in
lawlessly putting to death a criminal by the dreadful torture

of fire must forever have the awful spectacle of his own
handiwork seared into his brain and soul. He can never again

be the same man

-Theodore Roosevelt
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This matter of lynching would be a terrible thing even if it
stopped with the lynching of men guilty of the inhuman and

hideous crime of rape; but, as a matter of fact, lawlessness of
this type never does stop and never can stop in such fashion.
Every violent man in the community is encouraged by every

case of lynching, in which the lynchers go unpunished, to
himself take the law into his own hands whenever it suits his
own convenience. In the same way the use of torture by the

mob in certain cases is sure to spread until it is applied more
or less indiscriminately in other cases

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The spirit of lawlessness grows with what it feeds on and
when mobs with impunity lynch criminals for one crime, they

are certain to begin to lynch real or alleged criminals for
other causes. In the recent cases of lynching over three-

fourths were not for rape at all, but for murder, attempted
murder and even less heinous offenses. Moreover, the

history of these recent cases shows the awful fact that when
the minds of men are habituated to the use of torture by
lawless bodies to avenge crimes of a peculiarly revolting

description, other lawless bodies will use torture in order to
punish crimes of an ordinary type

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Surely, no patriot can fail to see the fearful brutalization and
debasement which the indulgence of such a spirit and such

practices inevitably portend. Surely, all public men, all
writers for the daily press, all clergymen, all teachers, all who

in any way have a right to address the public, should, with
every energy, unite to denounce such crimes and to support

those engaged in putting them down

-Theodore Roosevelt



It cannot be too often repeated that in this country, in the
long run, we all of us tend to go up or go down together. If the
average of well-being is high, it means that the average wage-

worker, the average farmer, and the average business man
are all alike well-off. If the average shrinks, there is not one of

these classes which will not feel the shrinkage. Of course,
there are always some men who are not affected by good
times, just as there are some men who are not affected by
bad times. But speaking broadly, it is true that if prosperity

comes, all of us tend to share more or less therein, and that if
adversity comes each of us, to a greater or less extent, feels

the tension

221

-Theodore Roosevelt



The welfare of each of us is dependent fundamentally upon the welfare
of all of us, and therefore in public life that man is the best

representative of each of us who seeks to do good to each by doing
good to all; in other words, whose endeavor it is not to represent any
special class and promote merely that class's selfish interests, but to

represent all true and honest men of all sections and all classes and to
work for their interests by working for our common country. We can
keep our government on a sane and healthy basis, we can make and

keep our social system what it should be, only on condition of judging
each man, not as a member of a class, but on his worth as a man. It is

an infamous thing in our American life, and fundamentally
treacherous to our institutions, to apply to any man any test save that

of his personal worth, or to draw between two sets of men any
distinction save the distinction of conduct, the distinction that marks

off those who do well and wisely from those who do ill and foolishly
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There are good citizens and bad citizens in every class as in
every locality, and the attitude of decent people toward

great public and social questions should be determined, not
by the accidental questions of employment or locality, but

by those deep-set principles which represent the innermost
souls of men

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The failure in public and in private life thus to treat each man
on his own merits, the recognition of this government as
being either for the poor as such or for the rich as such,

would prove fatal to our Republic, as such failure and such
recognition have always proved fatal in the past to other

republics. A healthy republican government must rest upon
individuals, not upon classes or sections. As soon as it

becomes government by a class or by a section, it departs
from the old American ideal

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Many qualities are needed by a people which would preserve the
power of self- government in fact as well as in name. Among

these qualities are forethought, shrewdness, self-restraint, the
courage which refuses to abandon one's own rights, and the
disinterested and kindly good sense which enables one to do

justice to the rights of others. Lack of strength and lack of
courage and unfit men for self-government on the one hand; and

on the other, brutal arrogance, envy -- in short, any
manifestation of the spirit of selfish disregard, whether of one's

own duties or of the rights of others, are equally fatal

-Theodore Roosevelt
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In the history of mankind many republics have risen, have
flourished for a less or greater time, and then have fallen because
their citizens lost the power of governing themselves and thereby
of governing their state; and in no way has this loss of power been

so often and so clearly shown as in the tendency to turn the
government into a government primarily for the benefit of one
class instead of a government for the benefit of the people as a

whole.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The outcome was equally fatal, whether the country fell into the
hands of a wealthy oligarchy which exploited the poor or whether
it fell under the domination of a turbulent mob which plundered

the rich. In both cases there resulted violent alternations
between tyranny and disorder, and a final complete loss of

liberty to all citizens -- destruction in the end overtaking the class
which had for the moment been victorious as well as that which

had momentarily been defeated. The death-knell of the Republic
had rung as soon as the active power became lodged in the hands
of those who sought, not to do justice to all citizens, rich and poor

alike, but to stand for one special class and for its interests as
opposed to the interests of others

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The average American knows not only that he himself intends to do
what is right, but that his average fellow countryman has the same
intention and the same power to make his intention effective. He
knows, whether he be business man, professional man, farmer,

mechanic, employer, or wage-worker, that the welfare of each of
these men is bound up with the welfare of all the others; that each is
neighbor to the other, is actuated by the same hopes and fears, has

fundamentally the same ideals, and that all alike have much the same
virtues and the same faults. Our average fellow citizen is a sane and

healthy man who believes in decency and has a wholesome mind. He
therefore feels an equal scorn alike for the man of wealth guilty of the
mean and base spirit of [arrogance]] toward those who are less well

off, and for the man of small means who in his turn either feels, or
seeks to excite in others the feeling of mean and base envy for those

who are better off. The two feelings, envy and arrogance, are but
opposite sides of the same shield, but different developments of the

same spirit

-Theodore Roosevelt
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A powerful and uplifting scene depicting the essence of a good citizen.
A man stands confidently in the center, surrounded by his family,

neighbors, and community members, symbolizing his commitment to
duty. Behind him, a cityscape blends into rural farmland, representing

unity across different walks of life. The sky is illuminated with warm
golden hues, symbolizing justice, integrity, and hope. Subtle elements

like a balanced scale, a handshake, and people helping each other
emphasize fairness and mutual respect.

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Such laws as the franchise-tax law in this State, which the Court of
Appeals recently unanimously decided constitutional -- such a law as

that passed in Congress last year for the purpose of establishing a
Department of Commerce and Labor, under which there should be a
bureau to oversee and secure publicity from the great corporations

which do an interstate business -- such a law as that passed at the
same time for the regulation of the great highways of commerce so as
to keep these roads clear on fair terms to all producers in getting their

goods to market -- these laws are in the interest not merely of the
people as a whole, but of the propertied classes. For in no way is the
stability of property better assured than by making it patent to our
people that property bears its proper share of the burdens of the

State; that property is handled not only in the interest of the owner,
but in the interest of the whole community."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Among ourselves we differ in many qualities of body, head, and heart;
we are unequally developed, mentally as well as physically. But each of
us has the right to ask that he shall be protected from wrong-doing as

he does his work and carries his burden through life. No man needs
sympathy because he has to work, because he has a burden to carry.
Far and away the best prize that life offers is the chance to work hard
at work worth doing; and this is a prize open to every man, for there
can be no better worth doing than that done to keep in health and

comfort and with reasonable advantages those immediately
dependent upon the husband, the father, or the son. There is no room

in our healthy American life for the mere idler, for the man or the
woman whose object it is throughout life to shirk the duties which life

ought to bring. Life can mean nothing worth meaning, unless its prime
aim is the doing of duty, the achievement of results worth achieving

-Theodore Roosevelt

231



As it is with the soldier, so it is with the civilian. To win success in the
business world, to become a first-class mechanic, a successful farmer,

an able lawyer or doctor, means that the man has devoted his best
energy and power through long years to the achievement of his ends.
So it is in the life of the family, upon which in the last analysis the whole
welfare of the nation rests. The man or woman who, as bread-winner
and home-maker, or as wife and mother, has done all that he or she
can do, patiently and uncomplainingly, is to be honored; and is to be
envied by all those who have never had the good fortune to feel the

need and duty of doing such work

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is not enough to be well-meaning and kindly, but weak; neither is it enough
to be strong, unless morality and decency go hand in hand with strength. We

must possess the qualities which make us do our duty in our homes and
among our neighbors, and in addition we must possess the qualities which

are indispensable to the make-up of every great and masterful nation -- the
qualities of courage and hardihood, of individual initiative and yet of power

to combine for a common end, and above all, the resolute determination to
permit no man and no set of men to sunder us one from the other by lines

of caste or creed or section. We must act upon the motto of all for each and
each for all. There must be ever present in our minds the fundamental truth

that in a republic such as ours the only safety is to stand neither for nor
against any man because he is rich or because he is poor, because he is

engaged in one occupation or another, because he works with his brains or
because he works with his hands. We must treat each man on his worth and
merits as a man. We must see that each is given a square deal, because he is

entitled to no more and should receive no less

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Finally, we must keep ever in mind that a republic such as
ours can exist only by virtue of the orderly liberty which

comes through the equal domination of the law over all men
alike, and through its administration in such resolute and

fearless fashion as shall teach all that no man is above it and
no man below it.

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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I want to speak to you first of all as regards your duties as
boys; and in the next place as regards your duties as men;
and the two things hang together. The same qualities that

make a decent boy make a decent man. They have
different manifestations, but fundamentally they are the

same. If a boy has not got pluck and honesty and
common-sense he is a pretty poor creature; and he is a
worse creature if he is a man and lacks any one of those

three traits.
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The thing that will strike you in just about a week is that
there are a whole lot of able people sliding around this

planet. The fact that the individual opposed to you does
not wear a cravat, and does wear a saw-edge collar, does

not imply that you are going to carry the convention
against him!

-Theodore Roosevelt
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There are people with special abilities so great as to outweigh even
defects like timidity and laziness, but the man who makes the
Republic what it is, if he has not courage, the capacity to show

prowess, the desire for hardihood; if he has not the scorn of mere
ease, the scorn of pain, the scorn of discomfort (all of them

qualities that go to make a man's worth on an eleven or a nine or
an eight); if he has not something of that sort in him then the lack is
so great that it must be amply atoned for, more than amply atoned

for, in other ways, or his usefulness to the community will be
small."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Of course, the worst of all lives is the vicious life; the life of a man
who becomes a positive addition to the forces of evil in a

community. Next to that and when I am speaking to people who, by
birth and training and standing, ought to amount to a great deal, I
have a right to say only second to it in criminality comes the life of

mere vapid ease, the ignoble life of a man who desires nothing
from his years but that they shall be led with the least effort, the

least trouble, the greatest amount of physical enjoyment or
intellectual enjoyment of a mere dilettante type. The life that is

worth living, and the only life that is worth living, is the life of effort,
the life of effort to attain what is worth striving for

-Theodore Roosevelt
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If there ever was a pursuit which stultified itself by its
very conditions, it is the pursuit of pleasure as the all-
sufficing end of life. Happiness can not come to any

man capable of enjoying true happiness unless it comes
as the sequel to duty well and honestly done. To do that

duty you need to have more than one trait

-Theodore Roosevelt
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You often hear people speaking as if life was like striving upward toward a mountain
peak. That is not so. Life is as if you were traveling a ridge crest. You have the gulf of
inefficiency on one side and the gulf of wickedness on the other, and it helps not to

have avoided one gulf if you fall into the other. It shall profit us nothing if our people
are decent and ineffective. It shall profit us nothing if they are efficient and wicked. In
every walk of life, in business, politics; if the need comes, in war; in literature, science,
art, in everything, what we need is a sufficient number of men who can work well and

who will work with a high ideal. The work can be done in a thousand different ways.
Our public life depends primarily not upon the men who occupy public positions for
the moment, because they are but an infinitesimal fraction of the whole. Our public
life depends upon men who take an active interest in that public life; who are bound

to see public affairs honestly and competently managed; but who have the good
sense to know what honesty and competency actually mean."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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"Success does not lie entirely in the hands of any one of us. From the day the
tower of Siloam fell, misfortune has fallen sometimes upon the just as well as

the unjust. We sometimes see the good man, the honest man, the strong man,
broken down by forces over which he had no control. If the hand of the Lord
is heavy upon us the strength and wisdom of man shall avail nothing. But as a
rule in the long run each of us comes pretty near to getting what he deserves.

Each of us can, as a rule there are, of course, exceptions finally achieve the
success best worth having, the success of having played his part honestly and
manfully; of having lived so as to feel at the end he has done his duty; of having
been a good husband, a good father; of having tried to make the world a little
better off rather than worse off because he has lived; of having been a doer of
the word and not a hearer only still less a mere critic of the doers. Every man
has it in him, unless fate is indeed hard upon him, to win out that measure of

success if he will honestly try."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Much has been given us, and much will rightfully be expected from us.
We have duties to others and duties to ourselves; and we can shirk
neither. We have become a great nation, forced by the fact of its

greatness into relations with the other nations of the earth, and we must
behave as beseems a people with such responsibilities. Toward all other
nations, large and small, our attitude must be one of cordial and sincere

friendship. We must show not only in our words, but in our deeds, that
we are earnestly desirous of securing their good will by acting toward
them in a spirit of just and generous recognition of all their rights. But
justice and generosity in a nation, as in an individual, count most when

shown not by the weak but by the strong

-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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While ever careful to refrain from wrongdoing others, we must
be no less insistent that we are not wronged ourselves. We wish

peace, but we wish the peace of justice, the peace of
righteousness. We wish it because we think it is right and not
because we are afraid. No weak nation that acts manfully and
justly should ever have cause to fear us, and no strong power

should ever be able to single us out as a subject for insolent
aggression."

-Theodore Roosevelt
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The conditions which have told for our marvelous material well-
being, which have developed to a very high degree our energy,

self-reliance, and individual initiative, have also brought the care
and anxiety inseparable from the accumulation of great wealth in

industrial centers. Upon the success of our experiment much
depends, not only as regards our own welfare, but as regards the
welfare of mankind. If we fail, the cause of free self-government
throughout the world will rock to its foundations, and therefore
our responsibility is heavy, to ourselves, to the world as it is to-

day, and to the generations yet unborn

-Theodore Roosevelt
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It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points out how
the strong man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have
done better. The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the

arena; whose face is marred by the dust and sweat and blood;
who strives valiantly; who errs and comes short again and again,

because there is no effort without error or shortcoming; who
knows the great enthusiasms, the great devotions and spends

himself in a worthy cause; who at the best, knows in the end the
triumph of high achievement, and who, at worst, if he fails, at

least fails while daring greatly; so that his place shall never be with
those cold and timid souls who know neither victory or defeat

-Theodore Roosevelt
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In every civilized society property rights must be carefully
safeguarded; ordinarily, and in the great majority of cases,

human rights and property rights are fundamentally and in the
long run identical; but when it clearly appears that there is a real
conflict between them, human rights must have the upper hand,

for property belongs to man and not man to property

-Theodore Roosevelt
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Here is your country. Cherish these natural wonders,
cherish the natural resources, cherish the history and

romance as a sacred heritage, for your children and your
children's children. Do not let selfish men or greedy interests

skin your country of its beauty, its riches or its romance

-Theodore Roosevelt
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